
  

 

 

 Olive Branch 
   Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

   2170 Havasupai Blvd. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403    
January  2012, No. 683 

Pastor Jim’s  

Message 
       

G 
reetings to everyone in 2012, 

I hope all of you had a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  It looks 

like 2012 is going to be an exciting year here at 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church.  Already our solar power 

project to generate electrical power for the church that was 

approved by the congregation has been installed and is 

now generating electricity for the Sanctuary and Parish 

Center.  I think God likes solar power and so do I. 

 

     The Building Committee is almost done selecting the 

General Contractor for our Sanctuary remodel and 

expansion project.  The Ground-Breaking ceremony and 

beginning of construction I believe will begin in just a 

matter of weeks.  The sooner we begin the sooner it will be 

completed, and we can utilize all the new space. 

 

     At the December Semi-Annual Congregational meeting 

the 2012 Budget was approved.  Now it is time to have our 

2012 Stewardship Pledge Drive to support the Budget that 

will conclude with our Consecration Weekend Services.   

Watch for more information with exact dates in the weeks 

to come as we are hoping to plan this around the Ground-

Breaking Ceremony. 

 

     On Friday January 6 the Season of Christmas will come 

to an end as the Season of Epiphany begins, the season 

where we see that the baby born in Bethlehem appearing 

as the Son of God.  I invite you to come along as we 

follow the life of Jesus, God’s Gift to us, God’s Anointed 

One and our Messiah, as He brings God’s Kingdom upon 

the Earth and fulfills God’ plan for our salvation from this 

world of sin.  I pray God’s Blessing on everyone in the 

coming year and I look forward to seeing you here at 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church. 

 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Jim Price 

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FELLOWSHIP, SERVICE, 

 and EDUCATION  
 

Sunday School - Sundays at 9:30 am   

Youth Bible Study – Sundays at 9:30 

Adult Bible Study – Sundays at 9:15 am, 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am, and Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

Men’s Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9 am 

Stephen Ministry -  See weekly bulletins 

Quilters -  Thursdays at 9 am 

Prayer Shawl - Second & Fourth Tuesdays 

New Beginnings - See weekly bulletins 

Treble Clef Singers  - Mondays at 3:30 pm 

Bass Clef Singers - Tuesdays at 4pm 

Carillon Ringers - Mondays at 4:30 pm 

Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7pm 

Rainbow Choir - Wednesdays at 6:15 pm 

Cherub Choir - Sundays at 9:00 am 

Rainbow Choir - Wednesdays at 6:15 pm 
LISTEN to the “Winds through the Olive Trees”  
Sunday mornings at 9 am on KNLB FM 91 
www.knlb.com and  “The Lutheran Hour” at 
10am 

 Mount Olive Lutheran Council  2011/12                                                 
                                                     Liaison 
Mike Flesher…President…Social Concerns/   
                                                  ….  Property  

Marion Dietz...Vice-President....Columbarium 
Shelly Hales…...Secretary….…Faith & Family 
Steve Philo……Treasurer……......Stewardship 
Andy Anderson……………..……...….Building 
Millie Elrod…………………..…….…...….YES 
Joanne Hamilton……….……...…...…Worship 
Kelly Hays-Thorson…….…....Mutual Ministry 
Don Jimison………….....…….…Respite House 
Monte McCue………….…………… 
Linda Nord………….…………...….Fellowship 
Kathy Ronningen……....…….….Christian Ed 
Pastor Jim Price…….….………….The Church 

Pastor Matt March…….……...…..The Church 
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  Freshly washed or stinky feet? 
 

As you read this I will be in the last stages of 

preparing to spend the weekend at Youth Quake with 

many Middle School and High School youth from 

Mount Olive and our community, not to mention the 

few hundred others from all over Arizona.  It will be a 

sleep deprived, holy weekend. 
 

I was thinking about how I perceived these 

events when I was their age.  Now, I get caught up in 

making sure we have a place to eat, place to sleep, eve-

ryone is safe and having a good time and actually learn-

ing something from the experience.  It can be a chal-

lenge to keep it all together and easy to lose sight of 

why we make this trip. 
 

Youth Quake is not just about getting away for 

the weekend.  It’s an opportunity for youth and adults to 

live together for most of three days and be out of our 

normal routine.  Our schedule is not our own.  We are at 

the mercy of the event planners.  Occasionally, I catch 

myself losing sight of that fact and getting caught up in 

the details of making sure everything is right instead of 

letting the Spirit just work. 
 

The life of faith can be like that sometimes too.  

At some point, the faith life becomes real and new to us.  

We have the zeal of a new convert, ready to take on the 

world.  Much like a new year, we are excited with the 

possibilities that are before us.   
 

And then reality hits.  Eventually, we are disap-

pointed by ourselves or others around us.  You can’t be 

involved in a community of faith for very long before 

you realize that God calls all kinds of people to live in 

the Body of Christ.  Some parts of the Body of Christ 

are beautiful and clean smelling like a baby fresh from 

the bath.  The rest of us stink like feet after a long day of 

factory work. 
 

When we find ourselves mired in the stink of 

life, it’s hard to remember that feeling of being made 

new in Jesus.  The new year is an opportunity many of 

us take to look back on the previous year and make 

promises that this year will be different.  And then we 

enter into reality. 
 

When reality hits me I go back to Roman’s 8: 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor an-

gels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Continued... 

Pastoral Acts 
Memorial Service— 

Memorial 
James Scott Soden 

Anna Marie Unangst 
Worship Hours 

5:30 pm Saturday  
 8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday  

The Worship Center 
Open for individual prayer and meditation  
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

  Our Sympathy and Prayers  
   

...are with the family and friends of Cac Fossum 
who passed away on 12.8.11 

...are with the family of Baby Vollary Perea who 

passed away on 12.12.11 

....Family & Friends of Margot Porter who passed 

away on 12.18.11 

..are  with Jan Andersen  on the passing of her brother 

Bill Brabander on 12.18.11  

...are with Don & Millie Elrod on the passing of  

sister-in-law Donna McDonald. 

...are with the family and friends of Diana Wick-

strom who passed away on 12.25.11 

Continued... 

Let our prayer be that God will continue to 

bless us in this new year, freshly washed or covered 

in the stink of despair—we are always connected to 

the One who made us and keeps us close. 
 

Pastor Matt 
 

Rachel, Elizabeth, Angela, David and I would like to 

thank everyone for making our first Christmas in our 

new home a blessed one.  Thank you for all the 

cards and gifts but especially thank you for the 

Christian hospitality you have shown us in welcom-

ing us into this community. 
 

     Thank You… 
Thank you all so much for all the prayers, cards and 

phone calls while I re-cooperated from my back sur-

gery.  It sure made the time pass quickly.  Every-

thing is going well and I’ll be back helping in the 

office soon!  Thank you all, Kathy Meehan 
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From Our 

Council President… 

 

A s the song says “It’s the most 

wonderful time of the year”. The Baby Jesus is 

born – a time for rebirth and resolutions. 

 

     With the last Council meeting of 2011, our dis-

cussions started with our beloved crosses atop the 

Mount of Olives.  After numerous meetings with the 

school district, we decided it’s the right time to 

move the crosses off school property.  With con-

struction workers and equipment on our property 

over the next 6 months, we hope to lessen some of 

the cost of moving them. 

 

     Again, the property owned by Mount Olive came 

under discussion with some new ideas and some old 

ideas offered further information to follow. 

 

     Ten members of the congregation attended the 

Council Meeting.  Thank you all for your support. 

Remember:  All are welcome!!! 

     Next Council meeting will be January 17, 2012, 

Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.  See you there. 

  Mike Flesher 

The Mount Olive Book Club  
  

     We will be meeting on  Wednesday,  

January 11 at 1 pm in the Parish Center.  

We are reading “FILAREE”. 

By Marquerite Noble.   

Read it and meet us for a lively 

discussion. 

Everyone is welcome to join.  

Please contact Jean Anutta at  

208-9208 for more details. 

 

Update on the 

 Eagle Scout Project by 

Bradley Kuenzli  
 

The project Bradley has chosen is to redo 

the backyard and patio of the Youth House.   

Bradley is in need of some patio furniture.  

He’s asked the local stores for donations or 

sales, but it’s obviously not 

patio furniture season!  So 

he was hoping that maybe 

somebody in the church 

might have a set that is still 

in good condition and is 

willing to donate to his pro-

ject, which is also donating to the church.  

If you can assist Bradley, please contact 

him at  566-5127  

or his mom Amy at 486-1315.     

 

Vases Needed!! 

 

Mrs. Lennie Hart-

Hawkins and the Social 

Concerns are looking 

for flower vases.  

Throughout the year flowers are giv-

en to the church  and Mrs. Lennie 

dissembles them and makes beautiful 

new arrangements for our Mount Ol-

ive shut-ins.  Can  you can imagine 

how joyous that makes our shut-ins?  

Please call Lennie at 505-3458 or 

leave them in the sacristy.  

 

Next Council Meeting: 

Tuesday, January 17 at 7 pm  
 

join the congregation to hear of 

the  

  upcoming events. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! 
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KEEPING PACE WITH THE WOMEN OF MOUNT OLIVE                      

             By Carol Tande                                     

The WELCA Coordinating Council will meet on 

Tuesday, January 3, 2012, at 9 am at the Parish Center.  

Lois Circle and Naomi Circle will be starting a new Bible Study in January, 2012. Its title is A PROS-

TITUTE, TWO PROPHETS, AND POOR OLD JOB. It will be studied at the January -- April circle meetings, 

after which a different Bible Study will be chosen for the remainder of the year. If you haven’t already bought 

one, it may be purchased at the first meeting for $7. This is an invitation to you to join us at either of the times 

indicated below. We meet once a month except for June, July and August, and we gladly welcome new faces! 

Naomi Circle will meet on January 9, 

2012, at 9:30 am at the Parish Center. 
LaVonne Baer will be the hostess.  

Lois Circle will meet on January 10, 

2012, at 1:30 pm at the Parish Center. 
Norma Wold will be the hostess, and Pat 

Scheel will be the Bible Study leader. 

 

W ELCA wants to extend a huge 

“thank-you” to all the women of Mount 

Olive who donated clothing articles, mon-

ey, etc., for small children at the Baby 

Shower for Jesus. Those items were de-

livered to Interagency to be distributed to 

areas where needed.  
 

A Huge Thank-You also goes to the 

people who donated underwear which 

will be distributed to elementary schools 

in Lake Havasu City. We all appreciate 

the generosity you continue to exhibit 

each year at Christmas time and through-

out the year. 

 

The No-Bake Sale  
will be held on February 4 & 5 

with proceeds going to Y.E.S. 

(Youth Scholarship  

Program).  
 

The No-Bake Sale is a chance to donate the 

money you would spend for ingredients to  

actually bake an item to donate to a bake  

sale. The work of baking is taken out of  

this process.  
 

An envelope will be provided by WELCA, or 

you may put your donation in an ordinary en-

velope and write WELCA NO-BAKE 

SALE on it and put it in the offering plate  

WELCA’s           

Annual Tea  

is tentatively set 

for February 18, 

2012, at the Parish Center. 

The Grand Canyon Synod Women 

of the ELCA will have a Silver  

Jubilee celebration during the 

first weekend in November, 2012.  
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 Youth Page 
Youth Group  

Grades 9-12 
Saturdays  

6:45pm-10pm 

Don’t forget! 
Bible Study  

Sundays  

9:30pm-10:15pm 

Captive Free will 
be at Youth Quake 
January 6-8.  If you 
want to see them 
again, see Pastor 
Matt to sign up. 

Events at a Glance 

January 6-8     Youth Quake 

January 22      Covenant 31 Concert 

February          TBA Road Rally/Scavenger Hunt 

March 16         Team 316 Dinner 

April 8              Easter Breakfast 

May                  TBAE.O.S. Pool Party 

June                 Grace In the City Trip Phoenix 

July 18-22        ELCA Youth Gathering New Orleans 

            BABY BURRO SALE   
           Feb. 9 & 10 (Thurs. & Fri.)   

 

We need workers to help set-up on Tues & Wed. 7 & 8, 
cashiers on Thurs & Fri. and help with clean-up on Fri. after 4 p.m.   

        

                        We do not need any sale items.   
                            We have lots left over from the Burro Sale.   

 

Proceeds will go to the building fund with  
matching funds from Thrivent.   

 

Please volunteer to help and come to the sale.   
Call Lennie 505-3458 to sign-up for helping and any details. 
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 Fellowship Board’s  
Fun Filled Calendar 2012 

 Coffee and donuts every Sunday 

 Sunday Jan 15th Bingo 1-4PM  

 Friday Feb 10th Sweetheart Dinner 6PM  

    you must be signed up by Jan 9th 

 Sunday Feb 26th Bunco 1-4PM 

 Saturday Sept 22, 2012 Hualapai Picnic! 

 Watch for more fellowship and fun! 
 

The Fellowship Board works hard to give you fun times with your church family at Mount Olive 

Church. Come join the fun! Our Board usually meets the second Thursday of each month at 6PM in 

the Parish Center everyone is welcome to join the fun! Our next meeting is January 5 at 6PM. 

Fellowship Board &  

‘Dinner Parties’ January Update 
The Fellowship Board would like to invite you to meet more of your 

church family through ‘Dinner Parties ’. The Dinner Parties Program 

will continue this year; few have signed up so far.  If you are interested 

in participating with other members who either like to dine in their 

homes or prefer to dine out, please sign up on the board in the Narthex 

so we can plan to restart the program. Everyone is welcome, whether you joined us last year or 

are new to our program.  Once we have enough members who wish to participate the Fellow-

ship Board will contact you to attend a short meeting to get things rolling!  
 

If you have any questions please call Alice Hayes at 764-3594 in the evening or leave a mes-

sage.  Of course, we invite all of you to join the Fellowship Board on the first Thursday in Jan-

uary the 5 at 6:00PM …you can join the Board or just bring us suggestions; everyone is wel-

come!  

          Bingo 

Sunday, January  15th  1 to 4pm 

In the Parish Center 
 

Refreshments will be served    Free Will Offering 



7 

                                  Stephen Ministry  
 

    Your Congregation's Stephen Ministers are almost all working to ease the pain of their 

care receivers.  Some of them even have two, but we still have caring Christians who are 

ready, willing and able to "just be there" for someone who is hurting.  Don't hesitate to 

contact one of the Leaders, listed below, if you know of someone who needs a shoulder to 

lean on or an ear to listen to their painful feelings.  Even if it should be you who could use 

some help, call now. 

 

    A few months ago we started introducing some of our special Stephen Ministers and today you will read 

about a couple more who are super-special.  Most of you know Dorothy Murphy, but you may not know that 

she went through Stephen Ministry training 30 years ago in Phoenix.  She felt this program could help her, with 

the training, to be able to listen and encourage others who, like her, had deaths or a crisis in their lives. The Ste-

phen Ministry has made her a better person as well as a good listener and an encourager. 

    She has prayed with each of her care receivers and felt Jesus presence strengthening her walk with Him.  Je-

sus tells us to love one another and this ministry helps us find Christians who need extra love.  Dorothy's pres-

ence has been a blessing to all our Stephen Ministers. 

 

    Dave Townsend moved to Lake Havasu City in 1979, from Vermont.  He has three grown children and, in 

recent years, retired from 35 years of teaching.  Dave tells us that he has been blessed throughout his 30 years 

at Mount Olive.  An event in 2009 caused him to believe he was being called to do more.  He spoke to one of 

our Stephen Leaders and realized this was the vehicle he sought. 

 

    He has found his Stephen Ministry gives him a humbling and amazing feeling to let Christ heal and work 

through his visits and words.  All our Stephen Ministers are so glad that God spared you in 2009. 

 

    Don't forget!  If you need us, we are only a phone call away. 

 

Maryanne Ferraro    Kris Kidder    Wendie Kister    Barbara Peltier    Kathy Sporre 

    453-1360                453-1721        486-1721           854-4664            855-1704 

 

WELCOME TO WINTER BIBLE STUDY 
  

     Our first Winter Bible Study will meet on Tuesday,   Jan-
uary 10th at 9:00 am in the Choir Room.  (You may   enter 
through front of Worship Center..to the right behind the al-
tar...or the back entrance.) We have an exciting new Bible 
study by Liz Curtis Higgs called EMBRACE GRACE.  Books will be available 
at the first meeting, and will be $10.   
 

     Evening Winter Bible Study will be on Thursday January 12 at 6:30 pm 
in the Acoma House. The Bible Study will be the same, Suzanne Waldron 
will be leading. Please bring a pencil and paper. 
 

     See you there for exciting Christian Fellowship.  Any questions, call 
Jean Anutta at 302-1367.  

 

http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0geupbW1VpNfzUAMW1XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2bThocWJvBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA1ZJUDA0OV8xNzk-/SIG=1vvre0pmb/EXP=1297885014/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/B001O9CDA6/ref=sib_dp_kd
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Directory Changes to the new picture directory now in your narthex mailbox 
     

John, Tami & Heidi Cyrus         3751 Yucca Dr LHC 04  

JanuaryJanuary    
BirthdaysBirthdays  

1 Ann Bucher 
      Monte McCue 
      Alex Mills 
      Bill Scheel 
2 Wanda Karlin 
      Joyce McCloud 
      Jessica Monasmith 
3 Tammi Dukes 
      Carol Hendricks 
4 Thomas Runberg 
5     Brenda Naugle 
6    Larry Hanson 
 Karen Kyle 
      Peggy Lamb 
7 Bonnie Lynd 
8 Fay Combs 
      Marion Dietz 
      Herb Ryen 

10  Bonnie Matzick 
12 Ellenora Todhl 
13 Kristen Gutierrez 
      Marlene Overgaard 
15  Jack Polster 
      Ed John 
16 Herb Anderson 
      Joyce L Carlson 
      Lance Matzdorff 
      Cathy Price 
18 Lexi Jones 
19 Jan Andersen 
      Jean Anutta 
20 Joshua Melvin 
      Clarice Ziner 
21 Richard Duncan 
      Doris Miller 
      Jim Rucks 
22 Gwen Collins 
      Judy Day 
      Alice Joy Johnson 
 
 

23 Ruth Bautz 
      Dennis Bertles 
26 Mel Carlson 
      Sharon Flesher 
28 Bryant Christenson 
      Ralph Winkler 
30  Bob Iverson 
      Ed Monroe 
  
 

Gifts Received  
 In Memory of:                  From:
  

James Soden     Debbie Soden for the Youth and Family Fund, Marion Dietz for the 
     Building Fund. 
Cac Fossum     Gilbert & Barbara Bomgaars for the Music Fund, Betty Christenberry 
 
Margot Porter     Betty Christenberry for the Building Fund the Building Fund 

Frank has a supply of catheters for 

gentlemen.  If you are in need of this 

item, please call him at 854-6515. 

The Quilters are looking 
for someone to repair 
their sewing machines.  If 
you know someone, 
please contact Karen Cordes at 928 

BUNCO Sunday  
Feb 26th 1-4 PM 

Come join the Fun!   Anyone 18 yrs & older is 

welcome.  

Cost is only $2.25 per person Good Eats, 
Good Fun &  Good Prizes too! 
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Did you find the Arrow??? 
 

    There is a hidden arrow in this edi-

tion of the Olive Branch, can you find 

it?  November’s arrow was hidden in 

the announcement for the BUNCO 

party  Marlene Overgaard found it 

and won the prizes -  a cute stuffed 

white bear, and a custom cactus orna-

ment from Desert Rose!   

Congrats Marlene! 
 Be the first person on January 3 after 8 

am to bring your Olive Branch in and 

show us the arrow– a very nice surprise 

awaits you! Good Luck!!! 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS 2011  

“CHOICE DOLLARS” UPDATE 
 

THANK YOU to all eligible Thrivent Financial benefit members for designating their 

“Choice Dollars” to Mount Olive Lutheran Church.  These dollars now total $5,920 and 

are available as matching funds for any fund raising events that benefits Mount Olive 

and its programs. 

Please make requests before the event by contacting Jim Day, Pat Scheel or Illa Moore, 

your Mount Olive advocates. 

 

Very Successful Quilt Sale!  
 

Thank you from the Quilters for supporting our successful quilt 

sake, also to Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for matching 

funds.  A portion of our proceeds are designated to the Food 

Bank and Salvation Army.          Very giving ladies!!! 

January 19,  2012, 1:30 pm in the Parish Center:  The New Beginnings Group have  

arranged for a Fire Department employee to come and speak to us about a 

program  called the "Knox Box Program" . It is designed to assist seniors living 

alone who may have a problem where they need assistance. Anyone in the 

congregation is welcome to attend.  

Interagency Council 

Adult Respite Care 
 

Group Day Care is available for  

those over 60 years of age 

 

Monday through Friday 

8 am  - 3 pm 

2201 Clarke Drive 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

Phone 928 453-9672 
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A BIG Thank You goes out to the Mount Olive WELCA for pur-

chasing the lovely new Christmas tree for the sanctuary.  The beautiful tree we 
have used since 1996, was given as a memorial to Myrna Offhaus, after her 
death.  Myrna was an associate member, and the mother of member Debbie  
Soden.   For the past 2 years, Debbie and her daughters, Jill, Cara, and Andie, have 
been lovingly decorating the tree, and we thank them for that.   
  
The Worship Board 

                         The Fellowship Board Hosts 

               Sweetheart Dinner 

                Friday Feb 10th 
$36 a couple/pair 

Includes dinner of beef and chicken, dessert, fun, new 

games and prizes at the Elks!  All are invited. 
 

“The Tiniest Angel” 
 

2011 Children’s Christmas Program “The Tiniest Angel was one for the books!  The 2011 

Program was in just one word “Wonderful”!!!  If you missed it, we are sorry because it 

was very, very well done.  The children were wonderful as well as the music, the singing 

and the costumes!!!  There were Shepherds, Joseph, Mary, Angel Taylor, Angels, Donkey, 

Sheep, and  Gabriel!  Every child did a wonderful job. There must have been hours and 

hours of practice to perform in such a creative way.  There were many laughs as well as 

many heart-warming parts.  “Tiny” (Hannah Yost) with her halo down around her eye-

brows, Mary (Hailey Ramsey” who memorized all of her lines, “Gabriel” (Bryce Clark) 

who spoke with real conviction, Angel Taylor (Taylor Thompson) who did a beautiful job,  

the Chorus of Angels  (Angie March, Savannah Senica & Nathan Hawkins.  The small an-

gels were wonderful also!  Congrats to the teachers who must have spent many hours prac-

ticing, very well done! All the “animals” were so darn cute!  We all thank the adults that 

pulled this all together, to the children who did a fantastic performance, the background 

people who made the program flow so well, and the “prop tech” Kaden Ada who did a 

great job raising the star. A huge thank you to our Rachel March for writing the beautiful 

play , Kelly Hays-Thorson, Jill Ada, Kimberly List, Karen McShea and everyone else who 

contributed to this .program 

If you missed this presentation, please don’t miss the next program!   
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Serving Christ Together by: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to the 

WINDS THROUGH THE OLIVE TREES 

KNLB FM 91 

www.knlb.com 

SUNDAY AT 9:00 AM 

and 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 
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