
  

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FELLOWSHIP, SERVICE, 

 and EDUCATION  
 

Sunday School - Returning in September   
 

Youth Bible Study – Returning Sept 11 
 

Adult Bible Study -  Returning Sept 11  
 

Stephen Ministry -  See weekly bulletins 
 

Quilters -  Thursdays at 9 am 
 

Prayer Shawl - See calendar 
 

New Beginnings - Returning in September 
 

Treble Clef Singers  - Returning in September 
 

Bass Clef Singers - Returning in September 
 

Carillon Ringers - Returning in September  
 

Chancel Choir - Returning in September 
 

Cherub Choir - Returning in August 
 

LISTEN to the ―Winds through the Olive Trees‖  
Sunday mornings at 9 am on KNLB FM 91 
www.knlb.com and  ―The Lutheran Hour‖ at 10am 

 Olive Branch 
   Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
   2170 Havasupai Blvd. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403    

July  2011, No. 677 

Pastor Jim’s  
       
Greetings Members and Friends of Mount Olive, 

 

On June 9-11 a group of us journeyed to Phoenix 

to attend the 2011 Synod Assembly together with all the other 

pastors, lay delegates and guests from all the ELCA 

congregations throughout the Grand Canyon Synod. 

 

This year‘s theme was ―For God So Love the World‖.  The 

focus was on local and global mission and outreach.  Bishop 

Steve Talmage reminded us that we have been commanded by 

Christ to carry out the Great Commission which is to take the 

Good News of God‘s love made known to us through the life, 

death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and 

then watch how the Holy Spirit touches people‘s lives and they 

become part of Christ‘s church. 

 

To illustrate how the Holy Spirit is working, Bishop Steve 

Talmage invited lay people from eight of the nine mission 

churches in the Grand Canyon Synod to come up on the stage 

and speak about how much their mission church meant to them.  

They spoke of how much they loved their pastors and their 

congregational members.  They spoke about how much being 

part of their church had changed their lives.  They thanked 

everyone in the Grand Canyon Synod for financially assisting 

them through our benevolent offerings to the synod.   

 

One by one we heard how the Holy Spirit was at work bringing 

in men, women and children and giving them new life.  Seven of 

these mission churches were Hispanic congregations in either 

the Phoenix area or in Tucson.  The eighth congregation was the 

Mission at Rock Point, AZ on the Navajo Reservation.  The 

speaker was a Navajo grandmother from Rock Point that in my 

opinion gave the most emotional and touching message of them 

all. 

 

It was clear to everyone that the Holy Spirit is continuing to 

build Christ‘s Church.  Here at Mount Olive we continue in that  

effort by warmly welcoming those who come and visit our 

church.   But since I arrived our Outreach Committee has only 

had one couple doing follow-up visits to tell first time visitors 

how much we appreciated their worshiping with us and inviting 

them to come back again.  They need help to keep up with the 

large number of people who visit us each year.  It‘s such a 

simple thing to do but it means so much to first time visitors.   

We need lots of people to volunteer to help out on the Outreach 

team.  What about you? 

At Synod Assembly I agreed to add my name to the 

Synod Consultation Committee (a six year term) and 

was elected to the position.  As a result, should the need 

arise I will be attending Synod meetings for the Synod 

in support of the Bishop. 
 

At the end we came home from this year‘s Grand Can-

yon Synod Assembly with a renewed enthusiasm for 

reaching out to the community around us and growing 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church by working to gather into 

the church the harvest of men, women and children that 

live around us.  This year‘s VBS program showed us 

that the parents and children are out there and they are 

looking for  a church home. I pray that God will bless 

those who go out in Jesus‘ name to invite our neighbors 

to come and join us anytime! See you in church! 

             Pastor Jim Price 
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     A Message from  Pastor Matt  
                    

                    Why? 
      
Anyone who has or has had a two year old has 

heard the why question multiple times a day/hour/

minute.  A two-year-old‘s curiosity can have his/her par-

ents bordering on insanity.  Constantly trying to explain 

the world to a two year old and then explaining the ex-

planation can become tiring. 

As I write this I am in a hotel in Phoenix with 

eight of our youth from Mount Olive.  After three days 

of ministry with Grace Lutheran Church in Phoenix we 

have begun to ask a lot of why questions.  Why does 

ministry feel different here?  What is happening in this 

place that seems so on fire for God and God‘s people? 

And the explanations require further explana-

tions.  We just spent an hour debriefing our experience 

during the day.  The stories just keep tumbling out.  A 

life changed here.  A teen encouraged to attend Tirosh 

when her parents couldn‘t get her to go.   A group of 

kids deemed ―quiet‖ literally talking the ears off of teen-

agers when no one else seemed to be able to break 

through. 

Suddenly the ultimate why question comes out…

Why did we not see this until we traveled all the way to 

Phoenix and started serving with this small congregation 

in the inner city?  Don‘t we have homeless people in 

Lake Havasu City?  Don‘t we have kids in our commu-

nity?  Didn‘t Mount Olive just have VBS?  Why aren‘t 

we as excited about what is happening in our own back-

yard? 

We have a couple answers…It just seems so or-

dinary when it happens everyday before our eyes.  We 

never thought of church as ministry, we just thought of 

it as something we do.  We always see the people 

around us where we live; we just never really noticed 

them before. 

I‘m not even sure I understand what is happen-

ing right now.  Pastor Sarah‘s sermon on Pentecost Sun-

day was about the Holy Spirit and how when the Spirit 

moves we find that there are more problems created than 

solutions.  When the Holy Spirit begins to move we find 

ourselves in Holy Chaos. 

Our motto in Phoenix has been to roll with it.  

We have challenged ourselves to be open to new experi-

ences that we don‘t expect and can‘t plan.  To be honest, 

the first steps we took didn‘t go real well.  But it didn‘t 

take long for us to begin to allow ourselves to be let 

loose in the Spirit.  We have been doing things many of 

us never dreamed we would do.  We have truly been 

caught up in the move of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastoral Acts 
Memorial Service— 

Baptism 
 

Mason James Blondell  on June 5 
Masyn Jeffrey Martens  on June 12 
Deegan Patrick McShea  on June 19 
Kenneth Allen Krueger  on June 26 

 

Summer  
Worship Hours 

5:30 pm Saturday  
 9:00 am Sunday  

 
The Worship Center 

Open for individual prayer and meditation  
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

 

Fall Worship Hours 
 

     September 10 -11 
weekend  

Saturday evening service 5:30 pm 

Sunday services 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Sunday School will start at 9:30 am 

September 2011  

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

When you finally read this you may have 

noticed something different among some of our 

teenagers.  Let this serve as your warning.  The 

Holy Spirit is alive and well within our youth and 

there is about to be Holy Chaos descending on 

Mount Olive.  As we have learned on our trip, a 

move of the Spirit is often uncomfortable and un-

settling.  However, when God moves, the results 

are amazing.    Pastor Matt  
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 Mount Olive Lutheran Council  2011/12                                                 
                                                     Liaison  
Mike FlesheréPresidentéSocial Concerns/   

                                                  é.  Property  
Marion Dietz..Vice-President...Columbarium 
Shelly Halesé.Secretary...éFaith & Family 
Steve PhiloééTreasureré.....Stewardship 
Andy Andersonééééééé...é.Building 

Millie Elrodéééééééééé...é.YES 
Joanne Hamiltonééé.ééé...éWorship 
Kelly Hays-Thorsonéé.é..Mutual Ministry 
Don Jimisonéééé.....ééRespite House 
Monte McCueéééé.ééééé 
Linda Nordéééé.éééé.é.Fellowship 
Kathy Ronningenéé....éé.é...Personnel 
Pastor Jim Priceéé.é.ééé.The Church 

From the New 

Council President… 
 

With the start of a new year for a 

new Council, we see a busy year 

ahead with ―Build the Vision‖, a prominent part of 

our agenda.  The Building Committee and Eric Kon-

ke, our Architect, presented to the Council updated 

drawings on the exterior design and some views of 

what we will see when entering our beautiful new 

Mount Olive sanctuary.  The Council unanimously 

approved these drawings to be presented to the con-

gregation at 5:30 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. services on the 

25th and 26th of June. 

 

We are also working out details to have solar power 

for the sanctuary; more information coming in a fu-

ture Olive Branch. 

 

The Worship Board and Christian Education Boards 

recommend a new fall schedule for services of 5:30 

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sunday with 

Sunday school starting at 9:30 a.m.  Both a youth 

service and contemporary service are being consid-

ered. 

A motion was passed that the Personnel Committee 

look into hiring a nursery attendant for Sunday ser-

vices from 9:00 am to 11:30 am. 

Mike Flesher 

A HUGE THANK YOU to the family 

of Ronnie Husson 
 

and all the wonderful volunteers that 

helped make the estate sale a Grand 

Success!!!! 
 

With the assistance of lots of volunteers 

the estate sale at Ronnie Husson‘s 

house brought in $1,210 to the 

Building Fund!!! 
 

Great organization Frank/

Mike & Judy!!    

Ronnie would have 
been happy!  

Are you needing to borrow a  

     walker or wheelchair?  
 

Mount Olive will be happy to 

assist you!   
 

Our Property Manager Frank 

Hamilton is the one to  

contact. 854-6515   

Next Council Meeting: 

Tuesday, July 19th at 7 pm 
 

Come join the congregation to hear of the  

upcoming events. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! 
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Message from Suzanne… 
 

   Greetings as summer begins on June 21st, and may you all have a healthy, hap-

py and safe summer holiday.  Remember during these hot summer days to keep 

hydrated and drink at least 6 glasses of water daily and whenever you feel thirsty. 

We don’t want   you to become dehydrated. 
 

         I am giving my first report during my hiatus from the visitation ministry position until funds 

are available to open up the position again.  However, when doing the Lord‘s work it is impossible 

to just drop it.  So I am keeping involved with our parishioners who are hospitalized and who have 

day surgeries.  There are also other members who are homebound who I will continue to visit during 

this time as I have developed a rapport with them and you can‘t just stop or it will be too confusing 

for them.  Each person is special and a blessing to me and to our church family. 
 

         Should you have to be hospitalized and have need of a few meals upon your return home, I  

will deliver them to  your home.  Our ―Cooks for Christ‖ are doing a wonderful job of making bal-

anced meals and home-made-soup for these persons.  Please do not hesitate to call the church office 

and request that you need to utilize this service. 
 

         If you become homebound and want to receive Holy Communion, please call me at 846-5799 

and I will be happy to serve you.    Until next month, take care of yourselves and remember that  we 

are here to help you in any way that we can.  Blessings and remember “it’s a dry heat!”  Shalom. 

Suzanne G. Waldron, B.S. 

Congratulations Darlene Mindler!!!! 
 

Darlene Mindler, Mount Olive member and custodian has been honored for her excellent ser-

vice by her other employer.  Recently the following article was in the Today‘s News Herald. 
 

ñ Lake Havasu City resident Darlene Mindler was recently honored by Comfort Keepers for 

her dedication and commitment to the Comfort Keepers mission and vision.  Mindler was se-

lected as the winner of the 2010 Lake Havasu City Comfort Keeper of the Year, which recog-

nizes outstanding caregivers. 

Mindler was selected because ñDarlene always goes above and beyond to make sure each cli-

ent has a good day,ò said Chris Gamble, owner of the Lake Havasu City Comfort Keepers of-

fice. ñIt is an honor to recognize such an outstanding Comfort Keeper.ò 

Comfort Keepers provides in-home care services on an hourly, daily or 

weekly basis with tailored packages customized to an individualôs needs. 

Services include companionship, meal preparation and light housekeep-

ing.ò 

Great Job Darlene!  We’re proud of you! 
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Youth Page 

Read the Bible in 

90 Days starting 

September 11th. 

Team 316 

coming in  

August.   

All New Confirmation/Youth Group for 6th, 7th, and 8th 

Grade starts August 31.  
Contact Pastor Matt for more information and to sign up!  

Youth Group resumes  

August  6th for 9th-12th 

grade 6:45pm-10pm 

Youth Group  
No Youth Group in Ju-

ly.  

Listen for God in the 

busy, 

Pastor Matt  

Busy Summer  
Sometimes I think summer vacation is just a rumor.  I don‘t know about you but I seem to get bus-

ier the warmer the days get.   

When I get really busy it gets hard to take time for myself.  The demands of the next project or the 

next job can be very insistent.  It is at those times that I need to listen carefully to my trusted confidants. 

Who keeps you accountable for how you are living your life?  Parents, sure, but who else?  Do you 

have friends who can let you know when your getting in too deep and need to step back?  Are you the 

kind of friend willing to step up for others to keep them on track? 

This summer, I encourage you to find time to just sit and relax with nothing pressing to do.  Read 

the Bible or a good devotional and just listen for God.  See where God is calling you to go as you enjoy 

your summer. 
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     Shake It UP Café is now closed. While it was in ―business‖ there was an av-

erage of 66 chefs in training and an average of 34 volunteer chefs in attendance each 

day.  Everyone was enthusiastic! Many chefs in training came back on Sunday, June 

12th to sing for the prelude and during the offering. 
 

     We are so thankful for so many people for making 2011 Vacation Bible school the 

success that it was! Several people worked during the spring, some since January, and 

were recognized with a special gift hand made by Rachel March and her helpers. 

Those gifts were truly appreciated! If we were to write the names of everyone who had 

a part in VBS 2011, we would be including our whole congregation! There were gen-

erous contributions of time, money, supplies needed and many, many prayers. 
 

     We appreciate your interest in the kids – the future of the church! To God be the 

glory! Great things he does through you! 

     Shelly and Marion 

   Sunday School Sounds 
                         Shelly Hales, Director  

 

Plans are underway for an exciting program starting in August. 

          Put these important dates on your calendar now! 
 

August 7
th

 – Blessing of the Backpacks –Kids, bring your back-

packs. Start school with God‘s blessings! 
 

September 11
th

  - Sunday school begins- Rally Day 
If your child was registered last year you do not need to reregister unless there are changes 

in the information you provided.  If your child was not registered, you may call the office 

to register at any time. 
 

September 25
th

 – Family service at 10:30 AM – an upbeat spirited worship 

service. Bring your friend‘s family, too! There‘s lots of room for everyone! 
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KEEPING PACE WITH THE WOMEN OF MOUNT OLIVE                      

             By Carol Tande                                     

Coupons 
 

Don‘t forget, we still need you to clip and bring coupons 

for CHIN-UP, tabs from soda cans, and labels for edu-

cation from General Mills cereal and other food boxes. 
 

Kitchen cleaning in July is  

assigned to the Lois Circle 

The WELCA Coordinating Council will not meet for the months of June, July, and August. 
 

N aomi and Lois Circles will not meet for 

the months of June, 

July and August.  Please 

join us when we start meet-

ings again in September. 

That‘s when we start plan-

ning the White Burro Sale which will be held 

during the last week of October.  We can all 

start right now gathering items we want to do-

nate to the sale (I think that means we can also 

start planning on shopping to replace those 

empty spaces in our houses, closets, and garag-

es-that‘s the fun part.)  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

     Even though some of our members have traveled to cooler territory, 
we continue to deliver shawls and pray. The list has grown to over 
210.  Praise God! Anyone who didnõt attend the FIRST ANNUAL ANNI-
VERSARY POTLUCK missed out on delicious food along with a beautiful display of 

shawls and scrapbooks.  Dave and Lisa Townsend rang bells in memory of those 
who have passed away.  We thank everyone who participated, especially the men 
who might have reluctantly come along! The guys were not disappointed. Who 
could be, with all the great cooks in our group!! Next  year we should bring copies of 
recipes to share. We appreciate those who took the time to sign the referral list with 
names of people who need shawls.  
     Our hands will still be busy creating over the summer. Thank you to the quilters 

who donated crochet needles.  Anyone who is interested in joining us 
twice a month or going along on a delivery can contact Kathy or 
Shelly. Even the worst of days can be made brighter by holding hands 
and praying with a total stranger who needs us. The next meeting 
dates will be July 12th @ 10:00 AM and July 26 @ 6:00 PM. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020vUiolKtqMAaR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNzBoY2J0BHBvcwMxNARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1h86bbhe3/EXP=1250614356/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_a
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            Building Committee Update 

     More good news; the architect has completed elevation views of our Sanctuary us-
ing the previously approved floor plans.   The Building Committee reviewed these 
plans on June 15, 2011 and unanimously approved them.   Once again our architect, 
Mr. Konke, provided exciting exterior and interior views that show a dramatic new 
front entrance, narthex, nursery, and coffee café.    The Building Committee and the 
architect will present these latest designs to the Church Council on June 21, and if approved, we will pre-
sent these updated renderings at the end of the June 25 and 26 worship services.  Our objective to keep 
everybody informed as design progresses continues.    

     The Building Committee, the Architect, and Mission Builders have jointly determined that the remodel-
ƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻŦŦŜŜ /ŀŦŞΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ŧƛǘ ŦƻǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
is because of the relatively small potential for cost savings for the framing portion (the only portion of the 
total construction job that Mission Builders does) and the large potential for problems caused by the com-
plexity of the remodel work.  For example, the need to closely coordinate all of the subcontractors with 
Mission Builders to avoid scheduling problems and costly delays  and the large potential for liability for 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church  that would be created by taking on the responsibility of General Contrac-
tor, instead of hiring a General Contractor. 

     The next steps in the design process will include foundation, structural, electrical, HVAC (heating, venti-
lation, air conditioning), plumbing, and fire protection design and engineering.   This work will take ap-
proximately two months.   Once we get to 90% design completion it will be possible to begin competitive 
ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻŦŦŜŜ /ŀŦŞΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΦ 

    Curt Schmaltz ς Building Committee Chairman 

 

Did you find the Arrow??? 
 

    There is a hidden arrow in this edition 

of the Olive Branch, can you find it?  It 

was in the calendar page.   

Candi Lunderborg found it and won the 

prizes - Handmade crocheted quilt and a 

WELCA cookbook!  

Congrats Candi! 
  

Be the first person on July 5th to bring your 

Olive Branch in and show us the arrow– a 

very nice surprise awaits you!  

Good Luck!!! 

 

Monday 4th of July, 2011 
 

THE HOME OF THE BRAVE 

A Celebration of Faith & Freedom 

9:00 am  
Lake Havasu Community Center 

100 Park Avenue (Aquatic Center) 
 

Pastor Jim will be preaching and several  

members of Mount Oliveôs Choir  

will be singing. 

 

Please join the celebration! 
 

 

Sponsored by: 
Calvary Baptist Church 

Hilltop Community Church 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
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Directory Changes to the new picture directory now in your narthex mailbox 
                     Dan & Holly Panno                  262 Smoketree Ave. LHC  86403 

                     Lyall & Colleen Herwig            4003 Lakeview Rd. LHC   86406 

                     Linda Naves    486-7438 

                     Earl Larsen                                                                                               846-3811 

                    New Member information on page  13 

July BirthdaysJuly Birthdays  
  
1    Lois Scharnhorst 
      Anita Schimmel 
2 Mike Cummings 
      Al Cunha 
      Tracey Matzdorff 
      Mel Soderberg 
      Gage Yost 
3 Richard Ross 
      Vanessa Torrecillas 
4 Lee Baldwin 
 Nello Ruscitti 
5 Amy Conway 
6 Kaden Ada 
      Illa Moore 
7 Marilyn Winkler 
 
 
 

8 Alberta Abram 
      Ulla Frank 
      Stephanie Greeley 
      Dolly Harper 
      Bernice Sanders 
9    Myrna Reed 
10  Mary Ann Olson 
11 Ken Lovins 
12 Zane Jones 
13 Loy Huffman 
14  Gaynell Jackson 
      Bonnie Monroe 
15 LaVonne Holman 
 Elizabeth March 
19  Rebecca Yost 
20 Don Mindler 
22 Jackie Jacobs 
 Taylor Thompson 
23 Whitney Falldorf 
      Larry Klumpp 
25 Lois Jimison 
 

26 Alice Greear 
      Janet May 
27 Gay Arneson 
      John Drives 
      Cameron Dukes 
      Barbara Peltier 
28 Shelly Hales 
 Lori Koenig-Abram 
      Lori Melvin 
      Curt Schmaltz 
30 Beverly Nagle 
31 Joyce Carlson 
      Phil Hauan 
      Elaine Henderson 
      Bill Olson 
       
 
 

Gifts Received  
 In Memory of:         From:
  

      Vince Fleharty                Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kaneski for the Building Fund 
 

 Donna Wendt   Phil & Virginia Hauan for the Mission of Love Fund, Bill Wendt & 
      daughter Nancy for the Sunday school mission loose change program 
  

 Vern Larsen   Betty Christenberry for the Building Fund 

Lessons for July 
 

July 2 & 3 - Zechariah 9:9-12, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30, Psalm 145:8-14 
 

July 9 & 10 -  Isaiah 55:10-13, Romans 8:1-11, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
 

July 16 & 17 - Isaiah 44:6-8, Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, Psalm 86:11-17 
 

July 23 & 24 - 1 Kings 3:5-12, Romans 8:26-39, Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52, Psalm 119:129-136 
 

July 30 & 31 - Isaiah 55:1-5, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21, Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
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 Do you ever wonder how every-

thing gets done here at Mount Ol-

ive?  It takes a lot of work and lots 

of joy.   
 

Let us know what you wonder about 

here at Mount Olive. 
 

Do you wonder who prepares the screens 

for our worship services?   
 

Well, that would be that handsome guy you 

see around the church and up in the sound 

booth almost every weekend  

Paul Wooster.  Paul took over the posi-

tion about 2 or 3 months ago and has really 

done a lot of wonderful work creating very eye-

pleasing screens for us.  Paul is a work in pro-

gress.  His creations have improved weekly 

and we are very fortunate to have such a dedi-

cated person in this position!   

We all appreciate your creativity Paul.  

 
 

Do you wonder who the our new  
Congregational President really is? 

 

His name is Mike Flesher and the best 

way to get to know him and all the Mount Ol-

ive Council Members is to come 

to the next  

 

Council Meeting - Tuesday, 

July 19th at 7pm  

  
 

Fellowship Committee Church Picnic in 

the Hualapai Mountains! 
 

The Fellowship Committee was planning a trip in 

September to the Hualapai Mountains for a picnic!  

Unfortunately all the reserved picnic areas where 

we have electricity to cook and bathrooms nearby 

were booked until Saturday Sept 10 th . We should 

be plenty hot enough by then to enjoy the cool 

mountain area! Since there is a cost of $200 we 

need to insure we have enough participants. If you 

want to have fun and cool off for the day and en-

joy the company of your church family please sign 

up and invite your friends.  Keep September 10th 

open for fun, fresh air and cool mountain breezes!  

Watch the bulletin and projector for more infor-

mation! The signup sheet will be available the end 

of June or beginning of July, we need to request 

that everyone who wishes to attend sign up by  

Aug 3 rd .  

Mylo and Lucy have Struck Gold! 
  

The Bjorkmans will be celebrating their Golden Anniversary on  

Sunday, August 7th from 2 - 6 pm  
Salem Lutheran Church   90 Riverside Drive, St. Cloud, MN  

 

Everyone is invited to the celebration!   

RSVP Regrets only to Brent Brentbjorkman@gmail.com 

Mari MKelvington@co.scott.mn.us  or Darcy Andar1998@yahoo.com 
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Thank You Continued… 
 

have my church family behind me!  I canõt 

wait to start my new life in Missouri!   

Thank you again! Taylor McCue 
 

     Recently, I was awarded a scholarship through 

Mount Olive‘s Youth Education Scholarship Fund in 

the amount of $500.  I am pursuing a future in neu-

roscience with a degree from the Baird Honors Col-

lege at the University of Arizona, so it comes as no 

surprise that my move forward will be time-and 

money-consuming.  Mount Olive‘s contribution to 

my education will help greatly to offset the costs of 

typical college expenses, and I am extremely grate-

ful for the church‘s generosity.  I have always been 

glad to be a member of Mount Olive, but the 

church‘s interest in the success of its youth just 

strengthens this gladness in me.  I am thankful for 

everyone who helped raise funds for these scholar-

ships, and as I head off for college, I realize I have 

never been more excited to continue growing in the 

church.  Thank you, once again, for your support.   

Through Christ, Nolan Matzdorff  

 
To the Christian Education Committee and 
Sunday School Director, Shelly. 
Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement 
and gifts given me recently.  I so appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. I am grateful that I am 
able to give back to the congregation a bit for all 
the congregation has done for me. 

To God be the glory! Marion Dietz. 
 
Dear Mount Olive, I hope everything is going well 

back home.  I miss being blessed with such a won-

derful church congregation.  I‘m hoping to find my 

temporary church home out here but none quite do 

things like you do.  Hope to see/visit soon! God 

bless!  HA Cunha, Tiffany 

USNH Guam PSC 490 Box 9013 FPO, AP 96538  

THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR  

LUTHERANS   

    “DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS”   
 

The Colorado River Chapter, which is twelve Lu-

theran Churches, has 400 eligible Thrivent Mem-

bers that can designate their ―Choice Dollars‖ to 

an enrolled Lutheran organization of their choice 

(churches, schools and etc).  Only 164 members 

have taken advantage of this eligible money. 
 

Mount Olive Thrivent Members 

have been very responsive to desig-

nate their ―Choice Dollars‖ to 

Mount Olive or another Lutheran 

organization.  
 

Since the program began Sept. 2010, funds desig-

nated to Mount Olive, to be used as matching 

funds for fund raising events that benefit our 

church or its members, total $4,412.  To date, 

Youth and Family has received $1,338 matching 

the Easter breakfast and Build The Vision has 

received $317 matching the Sunday School fund 

raiser. 
 

Make requests before your next fund raising 

event that benefits Mount Olive or its members, 

by contacting Jim Day, Illa Moore or Pat Scheel, 

your Mount Olive Advocates. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

….to Kristen Gutierrez, another of Mount 

Olive‘s college graduates and former scholarship 

winner. Kristen received her degree in nursing in 

May from NAU and has returned home to work at 

Havasu Regional Hospital.  She hopes to join the 

new pediatric unit when it is completed. 

Thank You… 
Thank you Larson Matzdorff for editing 

the recorded church services for the Mount 

Olive's radio ministry, on the weekends of May 

15 and 22. 

 Lee Nord 
 

Mount Olive,  

Thank you so much for the generous schol-

arship!  It means so much to me to always  
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                           NNNewest MMMembers  

   of MMMount OOOlive LLLutheran CCChurch   
                    
     

     GLORIANN BARTON, a native of Superior, WI, moved here with her husband Jim in the spring 

of ‗95.  She‘s a retired day care worker who likes bunco and dancing, has 5 children, 10 grandchildren 

and expects her first great-grand in October. 
 

    ALEXIS CLARK, born in Mesa, AZ, moved here from Germany in 2003 with her husband Israel and 

sons BRYCE AND CHASE (who will be in 3rd grade and kindergarten).  She is a software support special-

ist with the school district and enjoys all things ‗crafty‘ in her spare time. 
 

    BESS GORMAN, a native of Jacksonville, TX, moved here from Milwaukee, WI last November.  

A retired accountant, she served in many areas in her former church and joins her daughter Mary and 

family in membership. 
 

    MARY HAWKINS, a native of Houston, moved here with her husband and two grandchildren 

TAVION HOUSTON and NATHAN HAWKINS last November also.  Formerly working with AFL

-CIO community services labor liaison, she also enjoys crafts, travel, and has volunteered with youth 

and education in her former church. 
 

    WAYNE JORDAN was born in Munich, Germany, married in Hong Kong, and moved here with 

his wife Norma from Sacramento in 2000.  He is a commercial fuel truck driver and a scuba diver 
. 

    AMANDA KISTER, born in San Diego, CA, is off to summer YMCA camp work for the summer 

after helping with VBS games here and before beginning studies in Louisiana in the fall to become a 

dietician. She has a degree from NAU—-and joins her mother Wendie in membership. 
 

    VERNA KRENKLER, native of Milwaukee, wife of member Fred, changes here status from As-

sociate to Member. 
 

    KEN & JOANNE KRUEGER, natives  of Kenosha, WI and San Diego, CA, moved here from 

Kansas and San Diego. They are retired from the insurance and aircraft/missile industries and enjoy 

their RV-ing; Joanne is a longtime Hospital Auxiliary member. 
 

    MARCH FAMILY…..moved here in January.  The children will be in 2nd, 4th, and 6th grades at 

Jamaica Elementary.  See the Olive Branch, December 2010, for the full story. 
 

    ALEX & SHARON MARTINEZ, natives of Williams, AZ and Butte, MT, moved here from 

Kingman in 1986.  He is a retired service mgr of Mission Industries, and she is a retired bakery-deli 

mgr at Food City and a Mary Kay consultant.  They enjoy many hobbies, as well as 6 children, 5 

grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren. 
 

    JUNE MYHRE, a native of Kathryn, ND, moved here from Jenks, OK in December, 2008.  Re-

tired from banking/loan officer in Montana and Colorado as well, she enjoys her dog, Curves, and 

work with the hospital auxiliary. 
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Barton, Gloriann (Mrs Jim) - 3000 Green Acres Dr. LHC  03, 680-6930 

 

Alexis Clark (Mrs Israel) - 2399 Sandwood Dr. LHC  03, 855-3453 

     Bryce*  Chase* 

 

Gorman, Bess - 3032-B Sombrero Dr.  LHC  04, 302-1258 

 

Hawkins, Mary (Mrs Earl) - 3032-A  Sombrero Dr. LHC  04  566-4037 

    Tavion Houston*  Nathan Hawkins* 
  

Jordan, Wayne (Mrs Norma) - 1799 Willow Ave. LHC  03  854-2831 

 

Kister, Amanda - 3636 Oro Grande Blvd. LHC 06, 486-1707 

 

Krenkler, Verna (change from Assoc) - 1364 Arroyo Dr. LHC 06, 453-8090 

 

Krueger, Ken & Joanne Krueger - 2655 Honeybear Dr. LHC   854-8389 

 

March, Pr Matt & Rachel - 3408 Silver Saddle Dr.  LHC  06, 208-9240 

      Elizabeth* Angela* David*  

 

Martinez, Alex & Sharon - 2855 N. Cisco Dr. LHC  03, 453-7579 

 

Myhre, June - 2515 N McCulloch Blvd. LHC   03, 453-8698 

New Members Addresses & Phone Numbers 

 

Christian Car Care ministry information meeting  
 

If you like cars and enjoy working and washing them and might be interested in being 

part of a new volunteer ministry to help people, especially single moms and the elderly, 

maintain their vehicles, then I invite you to come to a one hour information meeting and 

see a video about ―The Car Care Ministry‖ put on by Pastor Jim Price 

Thursday, July 21ar at 6:30 pm in the Parish Center.    
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Our 2011 Picture Directories  
are HERE!  Please pick up your  

copy in the narthex. 

The Mount Olive Book Club  
has chosen as their  

SUMMER READS:    
 

Call Me Mrs. Miracle by Debbie 

McComber .....  
 

The Veil by Diane Noble .....  
 

and a "U -Pick "  Tom Sawyer  OR 

 Huckleberry Finn   both by Mark 

Twain.  

  

     We have disbanded for the sum-

mer so everyone can 

read, read, read!   We 

will resume on 

Wednesday, September 

14th at 1:00.  
 

We pray that everyone will have a 

safe and relaxing summer.  

Fellowship Committee 
and ïDinner Parties  

of Sixð 
     The Fellowship Committee would like 

to thank everyone who participated in our Dinner Parties of 

Six.  We are still looking for feedback on how your group‘s 

dinners went and any information to help continue the pro-

gram next year.  We are also looking for an individual who 

is very interested in the program to lead it for next year.  If 

you are that person please let Alice Hayes know you can 

drop a note in her mailbox #36 or call and leave a message 

at her home at 764-3594. We invite all who are interested in 

restarting in September to join our Fellowship meeting on 

Thursday September 1st at 6PM. Hope to see you all there! 

                                 Stephen Ministry  
 

     Exciting news from Stephen Ministry!  In a few weeks two of our Stephen Ministers 

will be heading for Dallas to attend Leadership classes.  Kris Kidder and Wendie Kister 

will return to us with knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm.  They will be ready to 

join our current three Leaders in preparing for our next class, in the Fall. 
 

     Another one of our special people was honored recently, for her exceptional Christian Care.  Darlene Min-

dler, in addition to her work taking care of our church property and as a Stephen Minister, works for Comfort 

Keepers.  Our Darlene was selected as the 2010 Lake Havasu City Comfort Keeper of the Year, which recog-

nizes outstanding caregivers, because she always goes above and beyond to make sure each client has a good 

day. 
 

     How about you?  Have you ever listened while a friend shared their feelings of frustration with a crisis in 

their lives?  Have you ―been there‖ when someone you cared about cried?  Have you cried with them?  Have 

you Held their hand or let them lean on you while they gathered their strength? If you have, you were their Ste-

phen Minister, a Christian Caregiver. 
 

     Think about it! Your commitment is all you need.  In future months ―The Olive Branch‖ will contain short 

stories about our Stephen Ministers with personal glimpses of their reason for choosing to join in the classes 

and the difference Stephen Ministry has made in their lives.  Could this be an answer that you have been 

searching for? 
 

     Never hesitate to contact one of our Stephen Leaders when you have any questions. 

Please call…… 

                 Maryanne Ferraro                                Kathy Sporre                            Barbara Peltier 

                       453-1360                                             855-1704                                     854-4664 

 

http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0geupbW1VpNfzUAMW1XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2bThocWJvBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA1ZJUDA0OV8xNzk-/SIG=1vvre0pmb/EXP=1297885014/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253
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Report on the Grand Canyon Synod Assembly 
June 10-11-2011 

Theme ñFor God So Love The Worldò 
Global Relationship With Lithuania & Senegal 

 

Mount Olive Synod Assembly Delegates - Pastor Price, Pastor March, Curt and Mimi Schmaltz, David 

Moore 

 

Greetings to the Synod Assembly were received from ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson and 

also from Bishop Michael Burk, Southeastern Iowa Synod (Grand Canyon Synod Partner Synod). 

 

1. After a discussion, the assembly approved the Grand Canyon Synod Mission Plan for 2012-2013 

The approved Mission Plan reflects a negative cash flow with proposed income of $2,064,882 and ex-

penses of $2,170,498 leaving a negative cash flow of $105,616.  The deficit to be made up by utilizing 

Unrestricted Net Assets Funds. 

 

2.   As pointed out during the budget discussion the above situation has put the Synod on the journey 

that faces changes, new challenges, and new opportunities to carry out our mission within the church, 

community and the world. 

 

3.   Since the Synod has less financial resources available and since many Mission Congregations are 

being started in poverty areas with limited financial resources etc., which is resulting in the need for 

continuing financial support etc. for longer periods of time, the churches within the Synod will be re-

quested to become more actively involved in mission support including establishing a personal partner-

ship with these Mission Congregations. 

 

4.   Pastor Price was elected to a 6 year term on the Synod‘s Consultation Committee. 

 

5.   Two resolutions were passed by the Synod Assembly. 

     1.  Resolution 11.01 Calling the Church to Speak and Act to Prevent Bullying, Harassment and Re-

lated Violence 

     2.  Resolution 11.02 Calling for the Establishment of a Mechanism for Mutual Mission Adults with-

in the Grand Canyon Synod. 

 

6.   Bible study by Rev. Timothy Swanson - ―Jonah‘s Journey to Nineveh‖ In the Bible Study it was 

shown that like Jonah and his Mission Journey, the Grand Canyon Synod and our Congregations Mis-

sion Journey will be successful when we seek God‘s help and follow His Guidance and Direction. 

 

7. Bishop Stephen Talmage gave a report regarding the Grand Canyon Synod and Rev. Dr. Rafael 

Malpica Padilla, Executive Director, Executive Director, ELCA Global Mission also gave a special 

message. 

 

8. There were 6 different Global Mission Dinners participants could choose from, to learn about 6 dif-

ferent ELCA Global Ministries.  Also there were 6 different luncheons to choose from to enable 

participants to meet Synod Ministry Partners. 

 

David Moore 
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Reports of 2011 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly – Phoenix, AZ  - June 10,11 

Theme:  ―For God So Loved the World‖ 

 
Delegates for Mount Olive Lutheran Church:  Pastor Price, Pastor March, Dave Moore, Curt and Mimi 

Schmaltz  

 Attached:  Report by   Dave and Illa Moore 

Report by Curt and Mimi Schmaltz 

 

The Moores have attended several Synod Assemblies.  This was the first Grand Canyon Synod Assembly 

for the Schmaltzes.  We offer our reports to the Mount Olive Church Council and Congregation from two 

different perspectives for your consideration. Dave and Illa Moore: 

Curt and Mimi Schmaltz: 
 

Report of 2011 Grand Canyon Synod Assembly – Phoenix, AZ  - June 10,11 

Theme:  ―For God So Loved the World‖ Report by Curt and Mimi Schmaltz 
 

First Impressions: 

Music – Uplifting and beautifully performed by contemporary choir and musicians 

Preaching and presentations were inspiring 

Resolution – Two resolutions were passed by the Synod Assembly.   See the report by the Moore‘s for de-

tails and copies of the documents. 

Elections – runoffs 

Pastor Jim Price was elected as one of the members of the Consultation Committee. 

We were very impressed by the size and the huge scope of ―good works‖ that our Synod and our ELCA de-

nomination does.  The budget is much larger than we anticipated.  For example, did you know that: 

The Grand Canyon Synod operates under an annual budget of over two million dollars? 

That of this total, over on-half or $1,252,000 goes directly to support Missions both in the Grand 

Canyon Synod and the larger ELCA? 

That the ELCA truly has an International ―footprint‖ and mission outreach? 

That we are a church known for rolling up its sleeves and solving problems? 

Unfortunately, because of the hard economic times, giving has been steadily decreasing and the Synod and 

ELCA are forced to cut back their benevolent and missionary activities and reduce staff and other ex-

penses.   In addition, the newest missions have very limited resources because many members are in 

poverty.  These missions will continue to require support and may never become self-sustaining.   Un-

fortunately, this scenario (needing support perpetually) appears to be the ―new normal‖ and this is antici-

pated to fundamentally change how our Synod has conducted its affairs in the past and how we will have 

to restructure to meet future needs. 

The Grand Canyon Synod and the ELCA supports and sponsors the following missions: 

Abounding Grace Lutheran Church – Tucson, AZ - Rev Keith Hardy 

Peace Lutheran Church – Peoria, AZ – Rev Allen Cassel 

Our Savior Lutheran Church – Mesa, AZ – Rev Mark Halvorson 

ASU Campus Ministry; University Lutheran Church, Tempe, AZ – Rev Gary McCluskey 

Desert Cross Lutheran Church – Tempe, AZ – Rev Steve Holm 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church – Sierra Vista, AZ – Rev Mark Perry 

Christ the Lord Lutheran Church – Carefree, AZ – Rev Robert Hutson 

Christ Lutheran Church – Sedona, AZ – Rev Jim Schwartz 

New Journey – Fountain Hills, AZ – Rev Crystal Steinberg 

Community of Grace Lutheran Church – Peoria, AZ – Rev Timothy Wright 

Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church – Surprise, AZ – Rev Gary Hess 

Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church – Gilbert, AZ – Rev, David Marz 

Community Lutheran Church – Las Vegas, NV – Rev Mark Wickstrom 

Santa Cruz Lutheran Church – Tucson, AZ – Rev Jim Dew 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church – Phoenix, AZ – Rev Rick Sherrill 

Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church – Mesa, AZ – Rev Glen Stadler 
 

                                                                                                                                 Continued on page 17…. 
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                                       Prayer Warriors 
 

    If you aren‘t on the prayer chain here at Mount Olive Lutheran and want to be, call me 

on my cell phone, 928-412-0706 or home phone 928-855-1492. 
 

The requests are confidential and will be e-mailed or telephoned to you for prayer. We have a need for tele-

phone callers. Their duty is to call a list of those prayers who do not have e-mail. Pray about that. It is a re-

warding way to serve our Lord. 

If you need my e-mail address it is blessed@bertles.com. 

I will be waiting to hear from you. Your Faith comes alive when God answers prayers 

Continued from page 16… 

 

50 Young Adults participate in the ELCA Yong Adults in Global Mission program in Argentina/

Uruguay, Jerusalem/West Bank, Malaysia, Mexico, Southern Africa, and the United Kingdom 

AND, Arizona Wildfire Recovery Project 

Seminars attended: 

The International Churches, Travel & Missions Seminar presented by Rev. Robert Jones, Community, 

Bullhead City, AZ.   Rev Jones was assigned for two years to the large Lutheran Church in Vilnius, 

Lithuania and recounted his service there.   It was amazing to learn that there are over 100 English 

speaking congregations around the world that server international travelers, business leaders and 

diplomats, with 40 congregations in Europe and the Middle East alone.  These partners give us a 

very accessible window into global missions, providing support to missionaries in challenging plac-

es and a very different perspective for Christian travelers. 

Mastering difficult Conversations for challenging Times in our Churches by Teri J Traaen, Ed.D., 

D.).A., Assistant to the Bishop-Director of Advocacy for AZ.   Ms Traaen presented tools for iden-

tifying and having the most difficult of conversations in today‘s churches and presented helpful 

tools for making these discussions constructive to resolve disagreements between individuals and 

committees. 

Other highlights for the Schmaltz’s included: 

Festival worships with several hundred like minded Lutheran Christians 

A global mission interview with Bishop Talmage and Ms. Emily Singleton in Peru through the ELCA 

young Adults in Global Mission program.  The interview was LIVE on the big screen via Skype. 

Bible Study – Outstanding presentation on the story of Jonah and the ―whale‖.  Rev Timothy Swanson 

(Shepherd of the Hills – Flagstaff) is an exciting and inspiring speaker.   We will not soon forget 

his explanation/sermons which took place over a two-day period. 

Rev. Dr. Rafael Malpica Padilla, Executive Director – ELCA Global Mission 

ELCA Global Mission Dinner and Update at Bethel Lutheran Church, Phoenix.   This ―old-for-

Phoenix‖ church celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2008 and was recognized by letters from the City 

of Phoenix and former AZ Governor Janet Napolitano for its contributions to the city.   A delicious 

Italian-themed dinner was put on by the church for those attending.   Once again, we were amazed 

at the breadth of the activities of the ELCA. 

Thank you for choosing  us to be your delegates. 

 

     Curt Schmaltz       Mimi Schmaltz 

mailto:blessed@bertles.com
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Serving Christ Together by: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to the 

WINDS THROUGH THE OLIVE TREES 

KNLB FM 91 

www.knlb.com 

SUNDAY AT 9:00 AM 

and 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 
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