
 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FELLOWSHIP, SERVICE, 

 and EDUCATION  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Sundays at 9:15 am   
 

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY–  Sundays at  9:15 am 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY-    Sundays at  9:15 am  
                                              Wednesdays 9:30 am 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP - Tuesdays at 9 am 
 

STEPHEN’S MINISTRY  See weekly bulletins 
QUILTERS -  Thursdays at 9 am 
PRAYER SHAWL - see calendar 

NEW BEGINNINGS 1:30 pm – Third Thursday 
  

MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC… 

Treble Clef Singers  - Mondays at 4 pm 

Bass Clef Singers - Tuesdays at  4 pm 

Carillon Ringers - Mondays at 5:00 pm  

Chancel Choir - Wednesdays at 7:15 pm 

Cherub Choir - Sundays at 10:30 am 

 
LISTEN to the “Winds through the Olive Trees”  
Sunday mornings at 9 am on KNLB FM 91 
www.knlb.com and  “The Lutheran Hour” at 10 am 
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Shabbat Shalom! 
Shalom, my friends, God’s Peace be with you all! 

Thank you everyone for praying for us while we were 

on our trip to Israel during these historic times in the 

Middle East as the people there stand up against 

oppression and cry out for democracy and the 

establishment of their God given human rights. Please pray with me for 

the people of the Middle East in their struggles for a better way of life. 

Regarding our trip to Israel, we had a safe and awe- inspiring tour of the 

Holy land.  There where we saw some of the places depicted in the Bible 

and walked in some of the places where Jesus walked.  It was amazing! 

Many have asked me, “When will you do a program about your trip to 

Israel?”  I invite you to come on Sunday March 13th to a potluck 

luncheon after the 10:45am service and gather in the Parish Center to eat 

together and afterwards to see and hear about our trip.  If you would like 

to come, please sign-up on the “Price’s Israel Trip Potluck” poster 

located in the sanctuary narthex or by calling the church office, and bring 

a dish to share, and your table service.  Drinks will be provided. 

On February 19th & 20th right after we returned from Israel, Pastor 

Michael Meier arrived from Wisconsin as our representative from the 

“ELCA Stewardship Key Leader Program” and served as our guest 

speaker/preacher to kick-off our five week Capital Fund Campaign, 

“Build the Vision.”  Throughout the month of March we will be having   

temple talks, 10 days of prayer, and a “Prayer Vigil” where we will ask 

you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give towards our 

building program.  Pastor Meier will be returning on March 26 & 27 to 

complete our campaign on our “Commitment Weekend services,” when 

we will complete and turn in our financial pledges to the building fund. 

Along the way on March 9th we will also be celebrating “Ash 

Wednesday” and the beginning of the Season of Lent with worship 

services at 12:15pm & 6:30pm on that day.   Then on Wednesday March 

13th we will begin the first of our Midweek Lenten services with soup 

luncheons at 11:30am followed by our Lenten Worship services at 

12:15pm, or an evening “soup supper” at 5:45pm followed by an evening 

Lenten Worship service at 6:30pm.  This year for our Midweek Lenten 

services we will again be using the Holden Evening Prayer service.  As 

part of our services we will be doing a five part drama, “The Trial of 

Judas,” for the message each night.  Don’t miss it.  It is powerful. 

Also, be sure to pick up your free Mount Olive Lutheran Lenten 

Devotional Booklet to help you on your Lenten journey as we follow our 

Lord Jesus to Jerusalem, Golgotha, to the Cross and finally to see the 

empty tomb.  Praise God! 

Finally, while we were in Israel we learned that on the Jewish Sabbath 

they say to each other, “Shabbat Shalom,” which I understood to mean: 

“May you have a good rest and worship this Sabbath.”  My prayer for 

you is that you may have “Shabbat Shalom” this Lenten Season and 

always!   See you in Church. 

Blessings, Pastor Jim Price 

 Mount Olive Lutheran Council  2010/11                                                 
                                Liaison for  
 

Don Jimisoné... Presidenté.....Respite House 
Kathy Ronningen..Vice-President..Christian Ed. 
Millie Elrodéé......Secretaryé..éé.é....YES 
Steve PhiloééTreasurer..............Stewardship 
Andy Andersonééé.ééé.é.éé..Building 
Amy Conwayéééé...éé...éFaith & Family 
Marion Dietzéé...é.ééé.é..é..Fellowship 
Mike Flesheré.........Social Concerns/Outreach 
Joanne Hamiltonéé..éééé.é...éWorship 

Jack Polsterééééééé...é..Columbarium 
Kelly Hays-Thorsonéé............Mutual Ministry 
Will Wright...ééééé...éééé..éProperty 



 

 

A Message from Pastor Matt March...  
 

                           Sailing into the world  
 

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. 

 

Elmer Towns and Neil Anderson relate the following story in their book Rivers of Revival: 

A Coast Guard captain ordered his crew to sea during a fierce storm to rescue a sinking ship.     

A frightened young seaman protested, “We can’t go out, we will never come back.”   

To which the old captain responded, “We must go out, we don’t have to come back.” 

 

It can be very easy to find ourselves comfortably protected within our Christian faith.  It is a very real 

temptation to remain surrounded by our Christian friends, our Christian church, and our Christian way of living.  

All around us the storms of life rage for folks who don’t follow the lead of Jesus Christ.  We often find ourselves 

telling Captain Jesus, “we can’t go out, we will never come back.” 

 

To which Jesus replies we must go out.  Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 28 to go make disciples of all 

nations, not wait for all nations to come to you to make them disciples.  We are called to sail out into the rough 

waters of life with the very real presence of Christ.  We are called to be the beacon of hope in a world desper-

ately looking for something, anything to throw them a lifeline. 

 

The dangers are real.  When we go out into the world we must always remain in touch with each other as 

a Christian community.  The world’s pressures and temptations will constantly call us away from a life of faith.  

We will be enticed by the sights, sounds, and riches of a worldly life.  Satan is a crafty demon who twists the 

gifts God has given us in creation to Satan’s own devices.   

 

We always risk our own life and faith when we launch ourselves into the storm.  But we do not embark 

on this mission alone but with all the saints, both those who have gone before and all those now on the ship with 

us.  With the support of the Body of Christ we can be as bold as a lion.  We can roar with confidence about the 

difference our savior makes in our life.   

 

Roaring into the community, 

              Pastor Matt  

 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans "Choice Dollars" Update 

  

9.1 million "Choice Dollars" were designated to 15,000 different Lutheran organizations and churches in 

2010. 

Eligible benefit members will receive letters throughout the year informing them of the estimated "Choice 

Dollars" available for them to direct in 2011.  It will also be available online.  Also, the maximum amount 

of "Choice Dollars" designated to eligible benefit members per year will increase from $500 to $2,500. 
  

Thanks to the Thrivent members who donated their "Choice Dollars" to Mount Olive Lutheran Church in 

2010, a total of $1,704.  These funds are available as matching funds for any fund raising event that benefits 

our church or its members.  Please make requests before the event by contacting Jim Day, Illa Moore or Pat 

Scheel, your Mount Olive Advocates. 



 

 

Winter  
Worship Hours 

 

5:30 pm Saturday  
 8:00  & 10:45 am Sunday  

Memorials 
 

Doris Ferguson 
Marshall Johnson 

James & Myrtis Goral 
Joyce Budner 

 

The Worship Center 
Open for individual prayer and  
meditation Monday thru Friday  

      8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

 

Our Sympathy and Prayers  
 

...to Alice Joy Johnson, the family and friends 

of Marshall Johnson who passed away Janu-

ary 26, 2011 
 

...to Matt & Jacob Lauer & the Abram Family 

on the passing of Uncle Ken Lauer who passed 

away on January 26, 2011. 
  

...to the Chuck Hyatt, family and friends of 

Joyce Budner who passed away on January 

29, 2011 
 

...to the family and friends of James & Myrtis 

Goral who passed away January 30, 2011 
 

 

From the  

Council President… 
 

 I do not have a lot  of news to report this 

month, but what news I have to report is very – very good 

news for Mount Olive. At a special meeting on February 20 

the Congregation  voted to accept the Building Committee 

recommendation  to hire Konke Architecture for our building 

project. The vote was unanimous. The Building Committee 

is going to visit every committee and group in the church to 

be sure and get input from everyone as to what is needed to 

accomplish  their mission in the new building design. 
 

Steve Philo gave a 2011 Stewardship drive report stating a 

response with a 24% increase; pledges to the general fund 

increased by 5.3% over 2010. More of our members made a 

commitment this year over last year, and those commitments 

represent a substantial increase in giving over 2010. 
 

Our Capital Fund Drive  started on February 19 & 20th  with 

Pastor Michael Meier holding a meeting with the fund drive 

team on Saturday Feb 19 from 9 am to 12 pm, reviewing the 

program and the time line for when things are to happen. 

Pastor Meier  is with the Stewardship Key Leader program 

from the ELCA;  we are hiring them to direct our Capital 

Fund Drive. Pastor Meier also preached at all three services 

on  Feb. 19 and 20. The first mailing has gone out and you 

should have received a copy of Questions and Answers about 

our congregation’s “Build The Vision “.  If you did not re-

ceive a copy, they are available in the office. Please pray for 

our Capital Fund Drive and what you may consider to help  a 

successful Building Program.  
 

A  Nomination Committee is being formed to present a slate 

of  candidates for Council at our annual meeting in May 

2011. We will need to elect four members to serve on the 

Council for a three year term. Please consider submitting 

your name to run for a seat on the Council. We always need 

your input; please step up and help run your church. 
 

God Bless 

Don Jimison  Council President 

 

Lessons for the  

month of March  
 

March 5 & 6 - Exodus 24:12-18, 2 Peter 1:16-

21, Matthew 17:1-9, Psalm 2 

March 12 & 13  - Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7, Ro-

mans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11, Psalm 32 

March 19 & 20 - Genesis 12:1-4a, Romans 

4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17, Psalm 121 

March 26 & 27 - Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-

11, John 4:5-42, Psalm 95 

Overflow parking is now available in 

three locations!  NPG Cable parking lot on Acoma, 

Lake Havasu School District office parking lot east of Mount 

Olive on Havasupai Blvd. and the Jet Printing 

parking lot across Havasupai Blvd.   



 

 

 

VISITATION MINISTRY NEWS  
 

Here we are in the month of March and just eight days away from Ash Wednesday, which is 

the beginning of our Lenten season.  If you would like to have the Imposition of Ashes, 

please call me at 846-5799 and I will be happy to bring them to you at your home or care facility. 

It is appreciated by me and the pastors when notified of the church members who are in the hospital, 

as sometimes your names do not show up under the Lutherans in the hospital.  Please tell the admissions 

clerk to list you as a member of Mount Olive Lutheran Church.  If this is done, then we are able to visit you 

as soon as you are hospitalized.  If you are in emergency, you can ask them to call me at 846-5799 and I will 

come and sit with you -if you are alone –or with you and your family. 

Should you want to have Holy Communion more often than the times that we come to your home, please do 

not hesitate to call us and let us know the day you want us to visit.    Time goes so quickly, even for those 

who are at  home, that we need to be reminded. 

I always come away from my visits with my homebound church friends feeling blessed and filled with joy 

after hearing their life stories and of their histories.   We have parishioners who served in Africa in the Peace 

Corps.  Did you know that?  I didn’t until I sat and chatted with Patricia Billaud this past month.  She and her 

husband served their after their retirement.   Her friend, John Adams and his wife ran a boy’s ranch in Cali-

fornia for wayward boys after his retirement.  He has special stories to tell of his experiences too.  All we 

need to do is just listen.   They are our Wisdom. 

Remember this is a servant ministry and we can only do it if we know whom we are to serve. God bless you 

all as you enter the Lenten season to prepare yourself for Easter.  God Bless you all as we work each day for 

HIS KINGDOM here on earth.  Suzanne Waldron B.S.  Visitation Minister 

    

Easter is Coming! 
The Interagency Food Bank is planning to give Easter Boxes  

to the less fortunate in our community. 

The goal is to provide a ham with all the trimmings to 100  

qualified families.  Last year with donations from Mount Olive, other 

churches and organizations made this day a little better for many families. 
 

Mount Olive has been asked to provide  

200 Cans of Soup & 100 Cans of Mixed Vegetables 
 

The Deadline for your contributions is April 11th. 

Thank you for supporting this important program. 
 

If you are able to help we thank you very much. 



 

 

Next Youth & Family Meeting 

March 8th, at 7pm 

Confirmation 7th & 8th Graders  
3/2 - 7:00 pm, change for Lent to 7:30 pm  

from 3/9 to 3/30  

Youth Car Wash!!!        
Sunday, March 13th - 7:30 to 11am 

%NM½S ENQFDS{ 

Bible Study Sundays 9:15- 10:30  

 

Youth Group  
Saturday  

evenings  
6:45 -10:00  

in  
 Youth House  

 

Youth Quake 
 April 29th -May1st in Las Vegas,  

 

Still Room for two boys and three girls.  

Contact Pastor Matt to reserve your spot ASAP 

 

 

         Youth Page 

What do you want to be when you grow up?  Seems to be the question adults most ask people under the age 

of 18.  What does it really mean to grow up?  Jesus said “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”  Paul told Timothy “Let no one despise your youth, 

but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”   

Sometimes I hear folks call youth the future of the Church.  You are not the future of the Church.  You are the 

Church right now.  You have a role to play in the Body of Christ right now, not just when you “grow up.” 

Whether you are old or young, you have gifts to share.  You might be a good listener who is a comfort to those 

who need a shoulder to cry on.  You might be a creative person who brightens the world around them with 

your creativity.  Whatever your gift, God wants you to share it right now. 

So what are your gifts?  If you don’t know or aren't sure, look me up and we can explore your possible gifts 

together. 
Dreaming to live and living the dream, 

Pastor Matt  

Two men sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in 

the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once again that 

you can't have your kayak and heat it too.   

 

High School Bowling Lock In 
March 26th 

6:45pm until after 8am worship 

We’ll have activities at the Youth 

House and go to Rock & Bowl at  

Havasu Lanes.   $15 per person  

includes bowling and breakfast.   

Bowling Shoes extra. 

Sign up with Pastor Matt. 
 

Summer 2011 Mission Trip  
Be watching for details about a summer 

mission trip to Phoenix.  



 

 

 
KEEPING PACE WITH THE WOMEN OF MOUNT OLIVE                      

             By Carol Tande                                     

 

Don’t forget, we still need you to clip and bring coupons for CHIN-UP, tabs from soda cans, and labels for 

education from General Mills cereal and other food boxes. 
 

 

  We also collect postage stamps which are sent to a church group in Norway .   
    Thank you so much for helping your community! 

We extend a big  

THANK YOU  
to all the people who 

donated to the  

WELCA NO -BAKE, BAKE SALE! 

Proceeds will be given to Y.E.S. 

(Youth Education Scholarship) for 

students who attend Mount Olive.  

Kitchen cleaning in March is assigned to  

the Lois Circle 

The WELCA Coordinating Council will meet on March 1st, 2011, at 9 am. 
 

Lois Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 8th at 1:30 pm, Ardie Mewborne will be the hostess and Lois Scharnhorst 

will be the Bible study leader.  
 

Naomi Circle will meet on Monday, March 14th at 9:30 am in the Parish Center. LouAnn Striyle will be the hostess. 
 

Soup lunches and suppers  
will be served during Lent on March, 16, March 23, March 30, April 6, and April 13.  They will 

be served in the Parish Center approximately forty-five minutes before church services start.   

Watch the church service bulletins for designated times.  

The 2011 WOMEN OF 
ELCA Activity Books  

 

are available.  They can be picked up during circle 

meetings, or you may request one from Linda Nord 

or Carol Tande.   

We appreciate and thank Betty Christenberry for her 

time and expertise in creating these books.  

The Motherõs Day Event 
will be held on May 7, 2011, from 10 am 

to 12 noon.  Both Naomi and 

Lois Circles will be hosts.  

Tickets will be sold for $5. 

Children, 10 years and un-

der, may attend free. 

The WELCA February Tea took place Saturday, 

February 19, in a decorated Parish Center.  We had a 

very good turnout with 68 women attending.  One per-

son noticed there were three sets of mother/daughter at-

tendees included in that number.  We delighted in seeing 

so many women gathered together talking with old 

friends and making new friends.  We 

hope to see all of you and more at our 

Mother's Day Event in May.  Thanks so 

much to everyone who made the day a 

success. 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020vUiolKtqMAaR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNzBoY2J0BHBvcwMxNARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1h86bbhe3/EXP=1250614356/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_a


 

  

    March March   

    BirthdaysBirthdays  
1 Bill Dewey 
      Tom Steinbach 
      Vonnie Zehr 
2 Ardie Mewborne 
3 Elissa Hellwig 
      Don Seipp 
      Karen Soderberg 
4 Jerry Ash 
5 Don Westphal 
6 Frank Hamilton 
      Carma Rolands 
7 Mel DeLuca 
      Jordan Pehling 
      Brian Querry 
8 Wyatt Ahrens 
9 Nicholas Anderson 
      Sharrie Davidson 
      Alex Gifford 

10 Peggy Fierro 
      Leslie Hollman 
      Dorothy Murphy 
      Ruth Pajong 
11 Kären John 

12 William Naugle 
      Art Volke 
13 Stellene Matzdorff 
      Evelyn Smith 
15 Lynda Anderson 
      Colleen Worden 
16 Trudy Stemich 
17  Hanna Ronningen 
18 Tami Cyrus 
      Cara Pulaski 
19 Orrin Hilgenberg 
      Dorothy Horak 
      Patty White 
20 Patricia Billaud 
      Jonathon Janecek 
21 Levi Blanchard 
 
 

 
22 Patrick Barney 
      Kenny Gehrman 
      Grant Greeley 
      Shirley Kennedy 
      Lyle Matzdorff 
      Heidi Trejo 
23 Kyle Cartright 
      John Nygren 
      Margot Porter 
      Justin Romm 
24 Becky Ylander  
25 Johnny Bodnar 
26 Aimee Pelzer 
27 Anna Anderson 
      Rick Anderson 
28 Andy Anderson 
      Hannah Yost 
29 Jane Foster 
      Cheryl Kiszczak 
30 Jeffrey Buhmiller 
      Marion Pehling 
      Andrea Soden 

February Gifts Received  
 In Memory of:         From:

 Marge Salter                  Millie Elrod, Chuck & Joni Webster, Herb & Pam Anderson, Delores 
          Linse, Marion Dietz, for the Youth Fund, Bernie & Kathy Sporre for 
          the Prayer Shawl Ministry Fund, Chuck & Joan Webster for the Music 
          Fund, Lyle & Stellene Matzdorff, Lennie Hart-Hawkins for the Building 
          Fund  
 

 Kathleen Murphy  Bernie & Kathy Sporre for the Music Fund 
 

 Doris Ferguson  Betty Christenberry for the Youth Scholarship Fund, Lennie Hart-
      Hawkins, Chuck & Joni Webster for the Building Fund, 
      Winefred Quaglio for the Bell Ringers Fund, Evelyn Cramer for the 
      Prayer Shawl Ministry Fund 
 

 Marshall Johnson  Bernie & Kathy Sporre for the Music Fund, Alice Johnson for the 
      Flower Fund and the Altar Guild Fund, Betty Christenberry, Lyle & 
          Stellene Matzdorff, William & Orline McFadden for the Youth Scholar-  
                                                                  ship Fund 
 

 Jim & Myrtis Goral  Winifred Quaglio for the Seminary Fund, Bonnie Lynd for the Youth 
      Fund, Janice Ferguson, Ludger & Trudy Stemich, Herb & Pam Ander
      son, George & Dorothy Murphy, Evelyn Cramer, Bernie & Kathy 
      Sporre for the Prayer Shawl Ministry Fund, Betty Christenberry for the 
      Youth Scholarship Fund, Lennie Hart-Hawkins, LeBCarol Finstad, Paul 
      & Darlene Christenson. Marion Dietz, Arthur & MaryLou Borland, 
      anonymous donations for the Building Fund, Dave & Illa Moore for the 
         Columbarium Fund, Gus Bader for the Bell Choir Fund. 

 In Honor of: 
  Judy & Dick Anderson 50th Wedding Anniversary to the Building Fund by Marion Dietz 



 

 

Tuesday, March 15th,  

              7:00 pm  
     

Everyone is   

welcome!  

 

Did you find the Arrow? 
 

    Carlos Fierro found the arrow in the Feb-

ruary issue of our Olive Branch!!  It was in the 

hands of our Visitation Minister, Suzanne Wal-

dron!!! You too can be a “Winner” by being the 

first person to bring your Olive Branch in to the 

office on  March 1, starting at 8am. Show 

us the arrow, you win!   Good Luck!!! 

 COUPLE'S RETREAT ñKEEPING LOVE ALIVE" has 
been cancelled for now.  

Midweek 

Lenten Worship Services 
March 16th through April 13th 

12:15 pm and 6:30 pm 
 

Soup Luncheon & Supper Schedule 

11:30 am & 5:45 pm 

Ash Wednesday - Worship Only 

Soup Lunches 

March 16……………….....Men’s Fellowship 

March 23………………….…..….Lois Circle 

March 30…….…………….…..Naomi Circle 

April 6…...….Tuesday Bad Girls of the Bible 

April 13………..…………...WELCA Board 
 

Soup Suppers 

March 16……….……….....Worship Board 

March 23………………......Church Council 

March 30…….….……..….Social Concerns 

April 6…………..……….Stephens Ministry 

April 13…………………...…………..Choir Bunco Cupcakes!  
Yummy!!  

These are really, really great! 

Shelly Hales brought them to the recent  

Bunco Game, we wanted to share the recipe with 

everyone! 

 

                  1 Cake Mix (any flavor) 

                         1/2 Cup Water 

                       1 Egg (or 2) 

1 Can Pumpkin (15oz-16oz) 

 

Mix all ingredients well,  

Bake at 350 for 25 minutes 

Test with toothpick 

Makes approx 18 cupcakes. 

 

Thanks Shelly! 

Without Kathy Meehan, this edition 

of the Olive Branch would not have 

been published.  Thank you Kathy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Church’s Lost & Found box is overflowing 

with items!!!! 
 

If you have lost anything in the past 5 months it 

might be in the box! 
 

There is a wide variety of reading glasses, jew-

elry findings, books, jackets, sweaters, etc!    
 

Please take a little time next time you go to 

worship service and check it out. 
 

We also have a variety of hearing aid batteries 

people have donated for anyone who can use 



 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEONS   
 

Were resumed in January.  This group, formerly 

known as Sun and Snow Birds, will meet at 

noon on March 21 for potluck lunch.  The pur-

pose is fellowship and eating good food! This 

year all  residents, fulltime and part-time, are en-

couraged to participate. Everybody is welcome to 

share in the fun whether guests, winter visitors or 

fulltime residents. 
 

ñMake new friends and keep the old. 

One is silver, the other gold.ò 

                                                

   STEPHEN MINISTRY NEWS  
  

Several people have asked "Why is this lay caring ministry called the 

Stephen Ministry"?  
 

The Stephen Ministry is named in honor of Stephen, whose story is told in 

the sixth chapter of the book of Acts.   As you recall, the Apostles, guided 

by the Holy Spirit, commissioned a group of individuals to work with 

them to do acts of caring ministry, and Stephen was one of those persons.   Hence, Stephen 

became one of the first lay persons to be sent forth to do caring ministry.  
 

Because Stephen Ministers are commissioned to do acts of one to one caring ministry, it 

seemed appropriate for this program of lay ministry to be named in honor of Stephen.  
  

Our congregation's Stephen Ministry equips lay people to provide confidential, one -to-one 

Christian care to individuals in our congregation and community who are experiencing diffi-

culties in their live.  
  

We now have 17 commissioned Stephen Ministers:  Dennis Bertles, Frances Bertles, 
Maryanne Ferraro Sharon Flesher, Shelly Hales, Kris Kidder, Leighton 
Kidder, Wendie Kister, Darlene Mindler, Don Mindler, Barbara Peltier, 
Bernie Sporre, Kathy Sporre, Dave Townsend, Suzanne Waldron, Vereen 
White, Helen Williams 3 of these 17 are trained Leaders, Maryanne Ferraro, Barbara 

Peltier, and Kathy Sporre.  
 

For More information call Maryanne Ferraro, 453 -1360, Barbara Peltier 208 -0063, or Kathy 

Sporre 855-1704. 

 "Preach the gospel at all times.   If necessary, use words."   

 

 

Book Club  
 

Six bookworms of Mount Olive met to 

share their favorite authors, books and 

genre.  If anyone is interested in the 

author, Jan Karon, the Mitford series 

box is available from Marion Dietz. 

Please call her at (855-7612) 
 

The next is March 10th at 1:30 pm.  The location 

will be announced. Watch the weekend bulletins.  An 

evening meeting can be scheduled for you if your are 

interested.   

 

                  Bring a favorite book to share. 

 For more information,  

call Jean Anutta (453-5475) 

http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0geupbW1VpNfzUAMW1XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2bThocWJvBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA1ZJUDA0OV8xNzk-/SIG=1vvre0pmb/EXP=1297885014/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253


 

 Thank You… 

My thanks to Mount Olive Church for delivering to me 

the altar flowers of January 30. Your love and kindness 

have been such a comfort in the loss of my husband, 

Marshall.   

Also the Mount Olive Office Staff.  I am so thankful to 

you for all that you have done in the preparation for my 

husband, Marshall’s memorial service on February 1.  

Your willingness and your kindness are so appreciated. 

Alice Joy Johnson 

A HUGE round of applause to all of the kids who par-

ticipated in the Christmas Program, without you there 

wouldn’t be a program.   

Abby List, Gage Yost, Tessa Milton, Hailey Ramsey, 

Bryce Clark, Rylan Lane, Ross Milton, Hannah Jane-

cek, Eli Jandrew, Taylor Thompson, Emily List, Shelbie 

Anderson, Hannah Moore, Kaden Ada, Athena Con-

way, Madi Sondrol, Chase Clark, Tyler Thompson, 

Karter Ada, Ivan Anutta, Allie Anutta, Hannah Yost, 

Acacia Daley, Savannah Ada, Sam Anutta, Riley Jan-

drew, Taylor Yost, and Stevie Anderson. 

YOU DID AN OUTSTANDING 

JOB!!! 
We would like to thank all the parents, grandparents, 

and friends who brought the kids to practices.  This year 

with all the craziness of the season and the hurdles that 

we faced we were able to share a Christmas Program 

that reminded us of the real reason for the season.  We 

all came together to share the one perfect gift and then 

enjoyed a wonderful fellowship.  Each year there are 

many people who help to make this program such a suc-

cess and we would like to acknowledge them for their 

efforts.   

Kelly Hays-Thorson, Jill and Aaron Ada, Janice and 

Bill Dewey, Darlene and Don Mindler, Paul Wooster, 

Jean and Fred Anutta, Shelly Hales, Alexis Clark, 

Becky Yost, Leslie Hollman, Rebecca Pehling, Dean 

Hendricks, Becky Yost, Catie Sondrol, Pat Rodriguez, 

Amy Conway, Donna Janecek, Kari Thompson, Kathy 

Ronningen, Bruce Yost, Everett Dewey, Don Jimison, 

Maryanne Ferraro, Judy Day, Monica, Ross and Tessa 

Milton, Men’s Fellowship, Paul, Emily and Abby List. 

Yours in Christ, 

Karen McShea and Kimberly List 

PRAYER SHAWL  

MINISTRY  
Our ministry began in the 
middle of May 2010 and 
so far there have been 160 
shawls delivered. When you come to a 
meeting, you will see the smiles and hear 
the laughter as we help each other figure 
out directions in a pattern or learn a new 
stitch. Even though there are many 
shawls already done, the fellowship we 
share makes the time special. Please join 
us on March 8 th @ 10:00AM or March 
29 th @ 6:00PM. We look forward to mak-

Continued Thank You... 

What a pleasant surprise  to see Pastor Jim at our door 

with a food basket with several complete dinners, es-

pecially with his busy schedule. This was my first ex-

perience to receive such a nice gift from our Mt. Olive 

family. The meals were wonderful.  Also, how nice to 

see Suzanne Waldron when she came to visit me in 

the hospital.  All these gestures were so much appreci-

ated.  I thank you for caring. 

God's love to you. Stellene & Lyle Matzdorff  

 Directory Changes and Additions: 
 

   Shelly Hales        phone number       928-566-4551 

   Gary & Judy Bjornsen          3575 Pelican Dr  06   

 

   Doris Hanson                      8094 Via de Palmas Ln                              

                                            #2, Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

  

   Adeline Elser                   10701 N LaReserse Dr                                                                

                                          #107 Tucson, AZ 85737  
    
Please correct spelling for JANECEK, Donna and 

family 



 

 

òBuild the Visionó Capital Campaign 

By Pastor Michael Meier, Stewardship Key Leader  
 

God has blessed Mount Olive Lutheran Church with a strong history and expanding opportunities for ministry. 

The “Build the Vision” capital appeal will gather funds for the expansion and remodel of our facilities so that 

the ministry here can continue to grow and flourish. 

 

The Planning Weekend for this effort was held February 19 - 20. A Leadership Team for the campaign has been 

formed. The Team met for training on Saturday morning, February 19. At that meeting I provided information 

and guidance for the campaign and I preached at the worship services on Planning Weekend. I will be back for 

some more sessions with the Team and to preach on Commitment Weekend, March 26 -27. I am one of several 

ELCA staff persons working with Stewardship Key Leader. We have a strong history of helping congregations 

grow spiritually and helping them raise necessary funds for ministry. 

 

The theme of the capital appeal here at Mount Olive Lutheran Church is “Build the Vision” The goal of the 

campaign will be spiritual growth within the congregation and within the lives of individual members and 

friends. The financial goal will be to provide funds for expansion and remodel. You will hear a lot more about 

the details of the financial goal in the weeks ahead.  
 

During the five week program there will several brief talks in worship by lay leaders. There will be a “Ten Days 

of Prayer” component. Just before Commitment Sunday there will be a Prayer Vigil. There will be informational 

mailings and Question and Answer sessions. 

 

When we gather on March 26-27 for Commitment Weekend for “Build the Vision” we will pray that your gen-

erosity will overflow to accomplish the financial goals for this congregation. I am really looking forward to 

working with you these next several weeks and I am so glad that I will be able to be with you again on Commit-

ment Weekend. 

 

Now, as “Build the Vision” gets underway you may be thinking ahead and you may be asking, “How can I give 

more for this important work?”  The simple answer is that many Mount Olive members will give to “Build the 

Vision” out of regular income. They will add a significant amount to their regular giving. 

 

Many will also give out of accumulated assets.  Those who give from both regular income and accumulated as-

sets will make much larger gifts – heartwarming gifts - that will allow us to reach and even surpass the financial 

goal. 

 

Some possibilities you might consider are: 

Gifts of Life Insurance 

You may have a paid-up or partially paid-up policy that is no longer needed to protect your family.  Giving 

this policy to the church may provide you with significant tax advantages. 

 

Gifts of Stocks and Bonds 

Stocks and bonds, purchased or inherited, can be given.  If the stock is now worth more than when acquired, 

you can avoid capital gains taxes on the increased value, and, if you itemize deductions, you can deduct 

the value of the gift up to 30% of your adjusted gross income with a five-year carry-over for any excess..  

It is vital that you give the stocks or bonds to the church, rather than selling them first and giving the pro-

ceeds to the church.  If the stock is now worth less than when acquired, you should sell the stock and give 

the proceeds to the church. U. S. Savings Bonds cannot be given during the lifetime of the owner. 
 

Continued on next page... 



 

 Continued message ñBuild the Visionòé 

 

Gifts from an Individual Retirement Account 

Many people will consider this moment in the congregation’s life to be of such importance that they 

will make a gift from savings at this time. 
 

4.   Gifts of Real Estate 

Real estate, including mineral rights, can be given to the church.  Consider a “split sale” deeding 

an undivided percentage interest to the church prior to the sale, thus avoiding capital gains 

taxes on that portion.  You may also receive a charitable deduction for up to 30% of adjusted 

gross income with a five-year carry-over for any excess. 
 

5.   Gifts of Personal Property 

Antiques and heirlooms are just a few examples.  Various tax benefits apply. 
 

Persons considering giving either real estate or personal property should consult with the congrega-

tion to verify that the congregation desires the gift.  Congregations can receive helpful advice from 

the ELCA Foundation on this matter.  It is very important that you consult with your attorney or fi-

nancial advisor before making gifts from accumulated assets. 
 

These are suggestions for you to consider. Please be aware that there will be many opportunities to 

discuss the goals and details of this campaign in the weeks ahead. 
 

I am honored to have this opportunity to work with you during this capital appeal, “Build the Vi-

sion,” and I look forward to being in your midst again on March 26-27. 
 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Michael Meier 
Stewardship Key Leader 

YOU TOOK MY PARKING SPACE AT CHURCH  

 

This should wake us up. 

One day, a man went to visit a church, He got there early, parked his car and got out. Another car 

pulled up near the driver got out and said, " I always park there! You took my place!"   
 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat and sat down A young lady from the 

church approached him and stated, "That ' s my seat! You took my place!" The visitor was some-

what distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing.  
 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member walked up 

to him and said, " That ' s where I always sit! You took my place!" The visitor was even more trou-

bled by this treatment, but still He said nothing.  
 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood up, and his 

appearance began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his sandaled feet. 

Someone from the congregation noticed him and called out, "What happened to you?" The visitor 

replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye, "I took your place."  
 

When you receive this, say a prayer.. That is all you have to do. There is nothing attached. This is 

powerful. Just send this to four people and see what happens.. Maybe, just maybe, we can get the 

world to start thinking of who took our place..                           Submitted by Sharon Flesher 



 

 

Sunday school 



 

 
Update from the Building Committee Chairman 

We received lots of great feedback from the Congregational Forums and we will be pre-

senting this to the architect soon.  Thank you!  Representatives from your Building Com-

mittee will also be meeting with each congregational group/committee within the next few 

weeks to get even more specifics. 

Building is a journey with several process steps:  CONCEPT, DESIGN, and BUILD. 

We are entering the INITIAL design phase, “concept”.  During this stage we anticipate that we will need to 

have several MORE reviews with you as design progresses.  This will give you all a chance to “see” the floor 

plans and façade concepts and critique them.   Your input will be gathered at each meeting and the appropriate 

revisions will be made.  The Building Committee seeks your input during this design stage which will last sev-

eral months.  The work we do at this design stage to “get it right” will pay off in reduced construction costs 

(It’s very expensive to make changes after construction has begun). 

Curt Schmaltz, Chairman – Building Committee 

2011 Stewardship Dr ive Report  
 

The 2011 stewardship drive again utilized the New Consecration Sunday program developed by 

Herb Miller.  This program featured a series of three temple talks given to set the foundation for 

the campaign, several mailings to the members, and concluded with Pastor Jim Price preaching a “sweet” ser-

mon to drive home the message that stewardship is really about giving back to God the first portion of that 

which God has provided to each of us. 
 

Pledge cards were then distributed during all services on New Consecration weekend, and later mailed to all 

members not in attendance.   There are 331 individuals or families in the congregation that received offering 

envelopes for 2011.  This is the baseline figure used for comparison when preparing this report.  To date 

(2/20/11), 183 responses have been received, which is a 27% increase from 2010 (144 responses). 
 

Statistical Response 

183 of 331 households (55%) responded to the pledge drive (42% in 2010, 34% in 2009). 

158 responses (47.7% of households) included a pledge (39.7% in 2010, 27.7% in 2009). 

25 responses (7.5%) indicated they could not pledge at this time (2.6% in 2010, 6% in 2009). 

148 (44.7%) did not respond (57.6% in 2010, 66.2% in 2009). 

Financial Response 

Pledges received for 2011 total $289,788.  The 2010 total was $268,206.  This is an 8% increase from 2010 to 

2011.  Only $131,265 was pledged in 2009, before implementing the New Consecration Sunday program. 
 

Conclusion 

Mount Olive operates on a faith-based budget.  Our stewardship drive was conducted to provide an opportunity 

for families to commit their financial support to the Church, but we also acknowledge that our congregation 

relies on the unpledged offerings placed in the collection plate each week over and above all the pledges on re-

cord.  These are difficult times for many of our members, especially those on fixed incomes, so it is understand-

able that nearly half of our households hesitate to fill out a pledge card or cannot pledge at this time.  In spite of 

all these factors, more of our members made a commitment this year than last, and those commitments repre-

sent a substantial increase in giving – a sure sign of continued faith in these troubled times. 

Respectfully submitted,   Steve Philo, Congregational Treasurer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Serving Christ Together by: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to the 

WINDS THROUGH THE OLIVE TREES 

KNLB FM 91 

www.knlb.com 

SUNDAY AT 9:00 AM 

and 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 
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Mount Olive Lutheran Church  

2170 Havasupai Boulevard 

Lake Havasu City    AZ  86403 

Phones : (928) 855-2299, 855-8544 

Fax: 855-4925    mtolive@citlink.net 

Website: mountoliveonline.net 

In God We Trust  


