
  

 

 

 Olive Branch 
   Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
   2170 Havasupai Blvd. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403    

October  2011, No. 680 
Pastor Jim’s Message 

Greetings Members and Friends of Mount Olive: 
 

It is October and for Lutherans, October is special because of 

Reformation Day, the day of October 31, 1513, when 

Martin Luther posted 95 Theses for debate on the Castle 

Church doors in Wittenberg in opposition to the practice of 

selling Indulgences. Luther held fast to his convictions that 

since forgiveness of sin was a free gift from God through faith 

in Jesus Christ and that the Word of God was the basis for all 

decisions for the Roman Catholic Church and not the 

decisions of men.  The ensuing years of debates brought 

Luther to the Diet at Worms, Germany where he stood on trial 

for his writings and was told to recant them all.  There Luther 

stated: 

“Unless I can be instructed and convinced with 

evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, 

clear and distinct grounds and reasoning—and my 

conscience is captive to the Word of. God—then I 

cannot and will not recant, because it is neither safe 

nor wise to act against conscience. Here I stand. I 

can do no other.  So help me God.” 

 Even though Luther was excommunicated from the 

Church the Protestant Reformation continued in an effort to 

reform the Roman Catholic Church.  The result was the 

formation of the Lutheran Church, and other Protestant church 

movements soon followed.  To their credit, the Roman 

Catholic Church dealt with the issues surrounding the 

Protestant Reformation and by Vatican II (1964) the Roman 

Catholic Church had reformed all 95 points that Luther had 

written about.   As a result, I continue to pray for greater unity 

between Lutherans and Catholics in the future. 
 

Here at Mount Olive we will celebrate Reformation Day and 

the work of Martin Luther at our weekend worship services 

Saturday & Sunday October 29th and 30th.   In addition, at our 

10:30am Worship Service we will also be holding the “Rite 

of Confirmation,” for those youth who have completed their 

confirmation instruction and who are ready to be received into 

full membership of the church. 
 

The color of the day is RED, representing the Holy Spirit, so 

wear red and join us as we celebrate and worship the Lord our 

God together.  So have a happy Reformation Day 2011!   

See you in Church.          Blessings, Pastor Jim Price 

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FELLOWSHIP, SERVICE, 

 and EDUCATION  
 

Sunday School - at 9:30 am   

Youth Bible Study – at 9:15 

Adult Bible Study - Sunday at 9:15 and 
                                       Wednesday at 9:30 am 

Men’s Bible Study - Tuesday at 9 am 

Stephen Ministry -  See weekly bulletins 

Quilters -  Thursday at 9 am 

Prayer Shawl - First & Third Tuesday 

New Beginnings - see weekly bulletins 

Treble Clef Singers  - Monday at 3:30 pm 

Bass Clef Singers -  

Carillon Ringers -  

Chancel Choir - Wednesday at 7pm 

Cherub Choir - Sunday at 9:00 am 

Rainbow Choir - Wednesdays at 6:15 pm 
LISTEN to the “Winds through the Olive 
Trees”  
Sunday mornings at 9 am on KNLB FM 91 
www.knlb.com The Lutheran Hour at 10am 

Mount Olive Lutheran Council  2011/12                                                 
                                                     Liai-
son 
Mike Flesher..President...Social Concerns/   
                                             ...….  Property  
Marion Dietz..Vice-President.Columbarium 
Shelly Hales….Secretary…..Faith & Family 

Steve Philo….Treasurer…......Stewardship 
Andy Anderson…..……………...….Building 
Millie Elrod………...…………….…...….YES 
Joanne Hamilton……...…….…...…Worship 
Kelly Hays-Thorson…...…...Mutual Ministry 
Don Jimison…………...……Respite House 
Monte McCue……….……… 
Linda Nord………………   ….….Fellowship 
Kathy Ronningen…  ........….…...Personnel 
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     A Message from  Pastor Matt  
                    

  Straight outta the Blackberry 
 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church, the Body of 

Christ on the move!  We‟ve already done things in 

ways we‟ve never done them before.  Look what‟s 

happening in the next couple months: 

In September, we chose our lender for the 

building project and now it starts to get fun.  All the 

work by the building committee, visionary members 

of years gone by, and you will begin to take shape 

when we break ground.  For those of you who have 

been working on this project for many years, I have 

to believe that you are even more excited than I am 

to see the project move forward. 

Also in September we kicked off Team 316 

as the Youth Group asked you to become a partner 

at $3.16 a week to support our mission and outreach 

trips this year.  We are so thankful for all of our 

partners who make it possible for us to be about 

ministry instead of fundraising this year.  Instead of 

planning for the car washes and other fundraisers, 

we are planning retreats and service projects. 

In October we welcome Captive Free for a 

Saturday night concert and worship leadership at 

the 10:30am worship on the 15th and 16th.  Our 

Youth Group and the Youth Group from Grace in 

Kingman will be building their own shelters to be 

homeless for a night on our campus.  Using card-

board, tarps, and whatever else we can scrounge up, 

we will live on campus, outside for just a night to 

experience what some in our community experience 

every night. 

In November we welcome Jay and Laura 

Laffoon for the Ultimate Date Night.  Ultimate Date 

Night is a 90 minute comedy show that will bless 

your marriage and renew the bond you have with 

your spouse.  The show is for all married couples 

whether you‟ve been married 70 days or 70 years.  

Why not buy tickets for you, your spouse, and that 

married couple in your neighborhood you‟ve been 

meaning to invite to church? 

The next two months are going to be exciting 

and I look forward to seeing what God has in store 

for us next. 

Pastor Matt 

Pastoral Acts 
Baptism 

Peyton Sondrol 
Daniel Fillingham 

Ronald Carroll 
Memorial 

Karen Soderberg 
June DeLuca 

Al Siegert 
Lil Cook 

 
 
 
 

Fall/Winter  
Worship Hours 

5:30 pm Saturday  
 8:00 & 10:30 am Sunday  

The Worship Center 
Open for individual prayer and meditation  
Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

 

  Our Sympathy and Prayers  
 

 ...are with Mel, family and friends on the passing 

of June DeLuca August 25th, 2011 

  

...are  with Mel, family and friends on the passing 

of Karen Soderberg August 28th, 2011 
 

...are with Judy, family and friends on the passing 

of Al Siegert September 3rd, 2011 
 

...are with Alleen Howes, family and friends on 

the passing of Lil Cook on September 6th, 2011 

 

...are with the family and friends on the passing 

of Virgil Richer September 18th, 2011. 

 
. 
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From the New 

Council President… 
 

It has been a busy summer as we get 

nearer and nearer to the construction phase of “Building the 

Vision”. 

The congregation passed two issues that we‟ve been working 

on since June.  1) the financing for the sanctuary; Thrivent 

Investment offered us the best package, and 2) the approval 

to install solar at Mt. Olive.  We will now be finishing the 

agreements with Esmay Solar and Electric, Unisource, and 

Technology Credit Corporation, the leasing company for our 

solar project. 

The Respite House is still in need of volunteers to help a few 

hours a day.  If you are looking for a meaningful and reward-

ing way to give back, your help is needed and would be very 

much appreciated. 

With the sudden passing of Karen Soderberg, leaving a huge 

hole in our hearts and our music department at Mount Olive, 

we have hired Bryant Christenson, a recommendation from 

Karen when she knew she was ill, to lead the choir and music 

department this fall and into the holiday season. 

Mike Flesher 

 

Lessons for October 
 

   1 & 2    Isaiah 5: 1-7, Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21: 33-46,Psalm 80:7-15 

   8 & 9    Isaiah 25: 1-9, Philippians 4: 1-9, Matthew 22: 1-14 Psalm 23 

 15 & 16     Isaiah 45: 1-7, 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10, Matthew 22: 15-22 Psalm 96: 1-13 

 22 & 23    Leviticus 19: 1-2, 15-18, 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8, Matthew 22: 34-46, Psalm 1 

 29 & 30     Micah 3: 5-12, 1 Thessalonians 2: 9-13, Matthew 23: 1-12, Psalm 43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ultimate Date Night  
November 13, 5pm   

 

When is the last time you took your 

spouse on a date?  Would you like an 

inexpensive, entertaining, and marriage 

building experience?  The Ultimate 

Date Night is for you.  Whether you 

have been married 2 weeks or 50 years, 

Jay and Laura Laffoon will have you 

dancing cheek to cheek and flirting 

with your spouse.  Tickets are $25 per 

couple or you can double date for $40.  

Child care WILL BE PROVIDED.  

There will also be food for the kids and 

you.  Tickets are on sale here at Mount 

Olive or online at  

UltimateDateNight.com.   

A preview of the show is available at 

UltimateDateNight.com. 
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Message from Suzanne… 
 

.     After a summer of heat and sun and more sun, we enter the fall eager to 

step it up again and welcome the return of our winter residents.   It‟s back to 

school with more chances to worship, Bible studies, church activities and 

fellowship for young and those not so young!   

 

     Come when you can, we are glad to see you, pray with you, pray for you, and thank God 

for you because without you and I both there is no we.   Looking forward we see our vision 

of a larger church and welcoming center, Narthex, Nursery, Choir room and Sacristy coming 

to fruition.  Building should be starting in the near future. 

 

      I look forward to the expansion of our church and can see it weekly with the number of 

youth that appear at the various church services and are in Sunday school.  They are a joy to 

me as I usually work and serve our members who are in the hospital or residential homes.  

Our youth always remember these homebound members at various holidays with cards or 

Christmas caroling.  They love to see the youth in groups or one on one.   

 

      If any of our teenagers feel called to minister to the elderly, I would be happy to take 

them with me when I visit our members in our various residential homes.  Some of them 

have no family here in Lake Havasu and to see a young person would bring a smile to their 

face.  Just give me a call at 846-5799.  This could be a monthly visit for an hour at a time.  

Think about it.   

 

      Flu season is upon us so please remember to get your vaccinations.  They can be obtained 

at any pharmacy in town and are covered by Medicare insurance.   

 

      Stay healthy this winter and keep me posted as to persons who need to be visited and  

desire to have home communion.  I am at your service.   

 

In His Name,  

Suzanne G. Waldron, B.S.              Visitation Minister – 846-5799 

The Mount Olive Book Club  
 We will be meeting on  Wednes-

day, October 12th at 1 pm in the 

Parish Center.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join.   

Please contact Jean Anutta at 453-5475 

for more details. 

Next Council Meeting: 
Tuesday, October 18th at 7 pm 

 

Come join the congregation to  

hear of the  

upcoming events. 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!! 
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Youth Page 

Praise God for all of our Team 316 members! By agreeing to contribute 

just $3.16 a week over the next year, Team 316 members support  our 

Youth ministry outreach programs and trips! Thank you for all our 

partners who signed on in September.  If you would like to become a 

partner, you can pick up a card in the Narthex or at the office. This 

team effort will support the ELCA National Youth Gathering, Grace In 

The City Mission Trip, and Youth Quake and will touch so many lives 

for Jesus, including those in our youth ministry who serve! A big thank 

you goes out to all our Team members. We‟re all in this together! 
Youth Group  

Grades 9-12 
Saturdays 6:45p-10p 

Youth and Family 
meeting 

October 11th 7pm 

Don’t forget! 
Bible Study  

Sundays 9:30-10:15 

6-8th Grade Youth Group/Confirmation 
                              All Events 7pm at the Youth House 

October 5           Theme Event          October 19          Fellowship event 

October 12           Fall Break            October 26          Guide Meeting 

Youth Quake 

January 6-8, 2012 
Registration Deadline October 12th, 2011 

See Pastor Matt for Registration Packet 

Night of the 

Kingpins 

October 9,  
9-11pm 

Havasu Lanes 

Cardboard City with  
Concert by Captive Free 
October 15th 
Cardboard City set up 4pm 
Concert 7:30pm 
Oct 16th Worship 10:30am 
With Captive Free 

Events at a Glance 
October 9          Night of the Kingpins 

                          9-11pm Havasu Lanes 

October 12        Youth Quake Registration  

                          Deadline   

October 15-16   Cardboard City featuring 

                          Captive Free Concert 

November 13    Children’s activities for  

                          Ultimate Date Night 

January 6-8       Youth Quake 

July 18-22         ELCA Youth Gathering 

                          New Orleans 

During World War II when housing was in short sup-

ply, a lady in our church told a five-year-old girl, “It’s 

too bad you folks don’t have a home.” 

The child quickly replied, “We have a home.  We just 

don’t have a house to put it in!”   Margaret T. Hiscox 
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We are so excited that our classes are back in session again!! We missed all the children over the 
summer so much!!  Thank you to all the teachers who worked hard to make their classrooms look 
so great! They are fired up to spread the word about God’s Love.  Thanks to the parents and kids 
who came on Rally Day. The donuts were gobbled up quickly.  Most exciting of all are the new fac-
es that have joined our classes and staff!!!!! Welcome to Amanda Kister as a new teacher in our 
Preschool class.  This fall the kids will learn about the main events in the book of Genesis.  
 

Time to look under the sofa cushions and 

in the car for all those  

coins! We want to make a 

joyful noise unto The Lord 

during offering time. 

 So jingle, jingle that change right in to 

the plate to support the SS missions this 

year. 

Only the coins  count towards  Sunday 

 School so dig to the bottom of your 

 purses  ladies! Save those coins you  

 find in men‟s pockets too.  This year our 

mission money  will only be  given  

to local charities.    

     

We would like to thank Gwen Steinbach for the VERY BEAUTIFUL 

painting she created on the front of our puppet theatre.  Next time any 

of you are in the Parish Center, please stop in and enjoy this wonderful 

addition to our church.   
 
Come see the awesome “all about Posters the kids created. They are hanging 
in their classrooms!!!!! 
                                          SS Teacher’s meeting Oct. 27

th
 @ 6PM  

 

SS Staff for Fall 2011 
 

Music – Kelly Hayes Thorson 

Preschool (3 – 5 yrs) – Josh + 

Catie Sondrol, Ron + Amy  

Conway & Amanda Kister 

K-1 class – Paul & Kimberly List 

2nd + 3rd grade – Kari Thompson 

and Jil Ada 

4th + 5th grade – Karen McShea 

& Brianna Thorson 

Helpers – Alexis Clark, Rachel 

March, Monica Milton 



7 

 

 
KEEPING PACE WITH THE WOMEN OF MOUNT OLIVE                      

             By Carol Tande                                     

Coupons 
 

Don‟t forget, we still need you to clip and bring coupons 

for CHIN-UP, tabs from soda cans, and labels for edu-

cation from General Mills cereal and other food boxes. 
 

    Thank you so much for helping your community! 

Kitchen cleaning in October is  

assigned to the Naomi Circle 

The WELCA Coordinating Council will meet on Tuesday, October 4, 2011, at 9 am at the 

Parish Center.  

Naomi Circle will meet at the Parish Center on Monday, October 10 at 9:30 am. The host-

ess will be Judy Thomas.  

Lois Circle will meet at the Parish Center on Tuesday, October 11 at 1:30 pm. Joanne Ham-

ilton will lead the Bible study and Pat Scheel will be the hostess.  

October is WHITE BURRO SALE month at Mount Olive. The schedule is as follows:  

    October 22--23: Set up racks and tables 

    October 24--26: Organize all donated items into specified locations for the sale 

    October 27: Sale starts at 10 a.m. and ends at 2 p.m. 

    October 28: Sale starts at 8 a.m. and ends at 2 p.m. 

    October 29: Sale starts at 8 a.m. and ends at noon 
 
We are asking people to bring their donated items to the church no earlier than Monday, October 24.  

We need good, saleable items which are clean and wearable. If an item includes more than one piece, please pin or 

fold the pieces together so they don‟t get separated. Socks should be rolled together. 

If items are electrical, make sure they are in working condition; if you have instructions for them, tape them to the 

electrical appliance. If there is more than one part, please tape or bag it all together so they don‟t get separated. 

Donations are very much appreciated, but we no longer accept televisions and workout equipment. 

If you have items stored in your garage and need them to be picked up, please call Judy Thomas at 453-5935 or 

the church at 855-2299 so we can make arrangements to pick them up during the week of October 24.  

As in years past, we need volunteers to help us set up the sale racks and tables, to organize donated items for sale, 

and to work during the hours the sale is open to the public. Volunteering your time is a great way to get to know 

the people you see in church. We have a lot of fun together so if you have an hour, or more, to volunteer, we‟ll 

welcome your help. 

A group of women from Mount Olive WELCA will attend the 24th annual convention of the 

Grand Canyon Women of the ELCA on November 4-6, 2011 in Tucson, AZ. 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0S020vUiolKtqMAaR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqNzBoY2J0BHBvcwMxNARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1h86bbhe3/EXP=1250614356/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_a
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Fellowship Board 
Committee and 
‘Dinner Parties  

of Six’ 
Please sign up in the Narthex if you 

are interested in participating in Din-

ner Parties this year. We will sched-

ule a start up meeting to create new 

groups and get everything started. 

There have been several suggestions 

that we would like to discuss as a 

group in the near future. Please look 

for the sign- up sheet and as always 

call Alice at 764-3594 with sugges-

tions or questions. 

Church Picnic in the Hualapai Mountains! 
 
We had over 92 people attend the Hualapai Picnic!  A big „Thank You‟ to all who helped prepare 

the site, came with food or helped to clean up afterwards.   There was fun, fellowship, food and 

more food. In fact we had more food than we had room to put it out. We even had some rain but it 

didn‟t dampen our event. It was 60-70 degrees and delightful change from the over 100 that was 

waiting for us when we got home.  Apologies to those who brought home what they made, next 

year we will bring more tables to allow for more space so nothing gets missed. Thank you also to 

our talented guitar player, Ricky Lee Lund, for entertaining us after lunch. We enjoyed each oth-

er‟s company and will be planning for next year‟s event in a larger location if possible. We plan 

to make this an annual event.  If you have suggestions or ideas please come to our October 6th 

Fellowship meeting on Thursday evening at 6pm  so we can arrange to make next year‟s event 

even better. 

IT WAS  

INDESCRIBABLE!!!! 
  
Have you Googled Giglio yet? The 
New Beginnings group sponsored the 
first session of a series of inspirational 
Christian talks from The Heart of Pas-

sion DVD by Louie Giglio on Sept. 15
th
. Louie showed 

an image that is 31 million light years away in the 
center of a whirlpool shaped galaxy. This image, part 
of the vast universe God created, surprised many 
leaving them with something to think about. If you 
were not able to attend the first part, you missed 
some great fellowship. There is a sheet to list your 
name on in the narthex on the bulletin board,  if you 
still want to watch the first part. With sufficient inter-
est, Shelly will set up a repeat performance. Sorry 
though, no ice cream after reruns. 

There are 4 parts to this entire series. The next 

part is called “How Great is Our God” and is also only 

40 minutes long. Our sins shrink down the thoughts of 

God in our minds. How can we pay attention to God’s 

immeasurable greatness? Watch and find out! De-

spite our human frailty in relation to the vast universe, 

we are a miracle! To find out what God gave us within 

ourselves to remind us how HE is always there to 

hold us together, come watch the next part! Be sure 

to READ future bulletin announcements and 

the sanctuary screens for the date and time. Re-

freshments will be arranged.  
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                                  Stephen Ministry  
 

     How much do you know about Mount Olive Lutheran Church‟s Stephen Ministry? 

During the past few weeks you have seen brief films on the screens, listened to our Ste-

phen Ministers tell you about the experience and see Stephen Ministers at the Q & A table 

in the Narthex of our church. 

 

     Did you watch the films?  Listen to what the Stephen Ministers shared with you?  Stop by the table in the 

Narthex to speak with the folks wearing the familiar blue badge? 

 

     If you did, then you know that ours is a one person to one person Christian Care Ministry that is designed to 

provide someone to be there for their Care Receiver. Listening without judgment, offering a shoulder to lean 

on, reading the Bible, and praying for and with their Care Receiver on a regularly scheduled visit, over the tele-

phone or whenever they need someone with whom they can just be themselves with in complete confidentiali-

ty.   

 

    As we begin a new season, we rededicate ourselves to this Ministry with a promise to our God that, while 

we will not cure the ills of the world, we will trust God to initiate the cure, while we offer loving care to the 

afflicted. 

 

     A couple of months ago I began to introduce a couple of our Stephen Ministers to you in this Newsletter.  

And now it seems it is time for me to step forward and tell you about my journey.  My name is Maryanne Fer-

raro and I moved to Lake Havasu City, Arizona with my daughter, Lisa, on May 5, 1981.  Within a year, a situ-

ation in my life caused me to begin a ministry of my own, my “Rainbow” ministry.  In 1987 I took a position 

serving as a church secretary in one of our local churches and through this church was introduced to the Ste-

phen Ministry.  I thought this might be helpful to the congregation and me, so I signed up for the very first 

class.  I was commissioned and worked with several members over the period from 1988 to 1991.  I was even 

given my own Stephen Minister while I moved through a difficult period in my life. 

 

    The members of this church believe I should be trained a leader and they paid for me to attend classes at 

Loyola Marymont University in Los Angeles.  Upon returning to Lake Havasu City, I began teaching classes.  

The administration of this church changed and the new board made changes in the Stephen Ministry program 

and eventually it fell apart.  I returned to my “Rainbow Ministry” but never forgot how to use all the skills I 

learned in my Stephen Ministry and Leadership training. 

 

   When I joined Mount Olive Lutheran Church I brought all of this with me.  Our Pastor Jim was also new to 

Mount Olive and he knew about Stephen Ministry.  It was with his full support that I was able to begin the first 

class of eight trainees.  Six, finished the classes, were  commissioned and went to work.  With four new Ste-

phen Leaders we have continued to grow and provide invaluable support to members in temporary need of 

Christian Care.  Today we have 18 Stephen Ministers (5 leaders among them). 

 

    Whether you are interested in joining our ranks, or feel the need of our services, or even if you know of 

someone who might benefit from a relationship with a Stephen Minister call one of our Stephen Leaders and 

begin your journey to spiritual fulfillment. 

 

              Maryanne Ferraro     Kris Kidder     Wendie Kister     Barbara Peltier     Kathy Sporre 

                       453-1360               453-2259               486-1721              854-1704               855-1704         

 

http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0geupbW1VpNfzUAMW1XNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB2bThocWJvBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA1ZJUDA0OV8xNzk-/SIG=1vvre0pmb/EXP=1297885014/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253
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             September Gifts Received  
  

 

In Memory of:                From:
  

          Lil Cook   Dick & Jennifer Anderson, Donna & John Lindell, Sue Canham, Peg 
    Haynes, Mike & Sharon Flesher, Corky & Ellie Smith for the General Fund, 
    George & Dorothy Murphy, Phil & Virginia Hauan, Bud & Lennie Hart-
    Hawkins for the Building Fund, Dolly Harper for the Food Bank, Betty Chris-
    tenberry, Tom & Kathy Meehan for the Music Fund, David & 
    Illa Moore for Cursillo Fund, Thomas & Bernice McNabb,  Cynthia Frantz, Mr. 
    & Mrs. Cary, Leland & Phyllis Gunderson, Pat Rodriguez for the Prayer Shawl 
    Ministry. 
 
          June Marie DeLuca   Judy Thomas for the Building Fund. 
 
          Al Siegert   George & Dorothy Murphy, Betty Christenberry, Earl & Marlene Becker for 
    the Music Fund 
 
          Karen Soderberg       The Abram Family, Fred & Jean Anutta, Gus Bader, Earl & Marlene Becker, 
    Leroy & Pearl Berg, Kelly & Trina Bengtson, Johnny & Jerry Bodnar, Betty 
    Christenberry, Duane & Phyllis Dahl, Mike & Sharon Flesher, Lenore Foss, 
    Dan & Kären Ganter, Liz Godsell, Patty Groth, Peg  Haynes, Henry Heins, 
    Dean & Carol Hendricks, Maynard & Vernice Hoium, Brian & Leslie Holl
    man, LaVonne Holman, Loy Huffman, Ed & Kären John, Dianne Johnson, 
    Allen Jonas, Peggy Jossort, Wendell & Judy Kopperud, Verna Krenkler, Karen 
    Kyle, Dick & Glodie Liebschwager, Ordean & Gail Lindemann, Bonnie Lynd, 
    Janet Mahan, Lyle & Stellene Matzdorff, Janet May, Tom & Kathy Meehan, 
    Ardis Mewborne, Patricia Michel, David & Illa Moore, Jon & Kim Mund, 
    George & Dorothy Murphy, Les & Marcia Niemi, Lee & Linda 
    Nord, The Pehling Family, Morris Peterson, Steve & B.J. Philo, Dean & Sue 
    Richmond, Marshall & Kathy Ronningen, John & Carol Sailer, Gayleen Enger 
    Schmidt, Skip & Linda Schulzkump, David & Linda Shelver, Evelyn Smith, 
    Morris & Wanda Smith, David & Ione Stedje, Ronald & Pat Sugden, Berniece 
    Swang, Paul & Marilynn Swanson, Judy Thomas, Ellenora Todahl, Chuck & 
    Joni Webster, Richard & Loretta Wickie, Thomas & Karen Wickie, Melba 
    Younggren, Anonymous, for the Music Fund. Herb & Pam Anderson, Steven 
    & Ginger Ahrens, Bob & Lavonne Baer, Julia Barth, Sherry Davidson, 
    Marion Dietz, Carlos & Peggy Fierro, Mary Ann Fleharty, Leann Halvorson, 
    Dolly Harper, Harris Hartje, Phil & Virginia Hauan, Thomas & Barbara 
    Holtz, Alice Joy Johnson, Peggy Lamb, Ken & Irene Matthew, Monte & Diane 
    McCue, Tom & Kathy Meehan, Mount Olive WELCA, Mr. & Mrs. Nehring, 
    Pastor Jim & Cathy Price, Jack & Marie Rees, David & Linda Shelver, Tamara 
    Talbot, Berniece Wang, Al & Ellie Zeuke for the Food Bank Fund, Bud & Len-
    nie Hart-Hawkins, Eleanor Smith for the Building Fund, Evelyn Cramer for the 
    Prayer Shawl Ministry, Suzanne Waldron for the Bell Fund. 
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 Operation Gratitude 
 
The ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry have been making scarves that are so much appreciated. There 

will be several boxes sent. Halloween cards will be sent soon. 

 

Please be sure to update addresses for personal boxes. Two boxes were recently returned. 

I heard from Jordan Pehling, Tiffany Cunha and James Abram. They all appreciate the boxes that they 

received. Jordan said she and her friends would like girlie magazines and they like the food. Tiffany 

would like pictures of something other than Guam.  I will get their permission to pass along their e-mail 

addresses for the next Olive Branch. 

 

I have noticed that there are many cards in “blank card” box in the narthex but the “written messages” 

box is empty! There is something wrong with that picture! It only takes 5 minutes to remember those 

who are in harm‟s way for us. We have to ask ourselves – Would we rather write them a note of grati-

tude or walk in their shoes? 

Items Requested by our Troops  

 
¶ Knit Hats, Scarves, Neck Gators     (Yarn for our knitters to make scarves) 

¶ 15-inch Stuffed Animals for Battalion Buddy Program 

¶ Beanie Babies, Webidnz or other Small Plush Toys (6 inches or smaller) 

¶ Socks (preferably black, brown, green, tan; not white) 

¶ iPods, DVDs and CDs, Video Games, Computer Flash Drives, Headsets (earpiece and microphone) and 

WebCams 

¶ Gift Cards to chain stores such as supermarkets, drugstores, Walmart or Target for Wounded Warriors 

¶ Energy Bars, Beef Jerky, Healthy Snacks 

¶ Commercially sealed Lip Balm, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Roll-on Deodorant 

¶ Individually packaged Razors 

¶ Travel-Size Board Games, Handheld Electronic Games 

¶ Bandana Coolers/Cool-Ties, Mini-Battery-operated Fans 

¶ Hand and Foot Warmers 

¶ Single Serving Boxes of Cold Cereal: Individual Packets of Hot Cereal 

¶ Commercially wrapped individual packets of Trail Mix, Nuts, Energy Bars, Sunflower Seeds, Candy 

¶ Ready-to-eat Tuna or Chicken Salad Kits 

¶ Boxes of Girl Scout Cookies 

¶ Packets of Powdered Hot or Cold Beverages 

¶ Individual packets of Moist Towelettes 

¶ Travel Size containers of Foot Powder 

¶ Screen Printed T-Shirts, Baseball Style Caps, Gloves 

¶ Holiday and General Occasion Greeting Cards (blank) 

¶ Unsealed personal Cards and Letters 

¶ Used Cell Phones, Ink-jet Cartridges 
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                     Building Committee Update 

         The Building Committee reconvened after the summer break on 9/14/11, 

ready and eager to get this project built!   We are very excited and grateful that 

the Voters agreed to authorize financing at the Voters meeting 9/18/11.   Now 

we can go forward with the building of Phase One of this project (Sanctuary 

modifications and new coffee café).   The Building Committee wishes to thank the Church Council, 

Pastors, and the Congregation for your support and encouragement, but especially for your trust. 

          During the vacation break our architect, Eric Konke, has continued to make progress, com-

pleting many detailed drawings needed for mechanical design.   Eric will be forwarding the elec-

tronic files of these drawings to the engineering subcontractors in the next couple of weeks.  This 

will initiate detailed engineering design of mechanical, electrical, structural, plumbing, and HVAC.   

When this work is completed Mr. Konke, working with the Building Committee, will develop a 

package to submit to General Contractors requesting bids.  (The Building Committee will be inter-

viewing general contractors in the coming weeks with the goal of selecting three with the capacity, 

capability, experience, responsibility, and reputation  necessary to do a great job for us). 

          Finally, Lake Havasu City Building Department has informed us that we must submit an ap-

plication to rezone our property from R1 (residential), to R4 so that the R1 height limitation can be 

removed.  Our architect has almost completed the rather large amount of work required (maps, etc.) 

and we anticipate submitting our rezoning request soon.   (Note:  R4 zoning will also be required 

for Phase Two, the Multi-purpose room).  Approval is anticipated within 60 to 90 days.   Assuming 

that we get rezoning approval, we are on track to break ground in early January, 2012. 

Curt Schmaltz – Building Committee Chairman 

  October BirthdaysOctober Birthdays  
  

1 Ginger Ahrens 
      Shannon McDonald 
      Margaret Johnson 
      Kimberly List 
      Amy Romm 
2 Lee Krull 
3    Hannah Moore 
4 Chase Ahrens 
      Barbara Pollard 
5 Logan Gregory 
 Josh Sondrol 
6 Harold Hawthorne 
7    Larson Matzdorff 
      Marie Rees 
8 Ron May 
      Phil McComas 
9 Lee Nord 
 Monica Querry 
 

10  Glen Drew 
      Liz Godsell 
      Leighton Kidder 
      Sherry Winter 
11 Wil Koch 
      Jenna Lowder 
      Devon Mills 
      Carol Tande 
12 Roberta Anderson 
 Jack Swets 
13 Corky Smith 
      Ethan Trejo 
 Alexis Clark       
14 Susan Harris 
16 Wendie Kister 
      Kim Gregory 
18 Gary Bjornsen 
      Duane Dahl 
      Maxine Hilgenberg 
      George Horak 
19 Bernie Sporre 
 

21  Janice Dewey 
      Abby List 
22  Ron Summers 
23 Taylor McCue 
26 Don Green 
      Tammy Melpolder 
27 Jessica Furnell 
 Charles Messersmith 
      Diane Rumery 
 Joyce Ruscitti 
      Debbie Soden 
      Keith Soppeland 
28 Jeffrey Bodnar 
29  John Connolly 
      Shari Drives 
31  DeLores Rucks 
      Ellie Smith 
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Thank You… 
To my Mount Olive Family, I want to thank all 

of you for all the prayers said on my behalf be-

fore and after my knee surgery.  Thank you to 

Pastor Jim for visiting with Leighton and I just 

before surgery, to Suzanne Waldron and the 

“Cooks for Christ” for the delicious meals, and 

for the cards and phone calls from numerous oth-

ers.  God is so good! 

Yours in Christ, Kris Kidder 
 

I simply want to thank everyone who called and 

sent cards in addition to those who brought food 

and prayers... Pat Scheel 
 

A big thank you to Nancy Wendt and Jean 

Anutta for your help cutting flowers and assem-

bling the Grandparents gifts this year.  Pat 
 

Thank you to everyone who was there for me 

during my back surgery.  All the cards and 

phone calls were great.  To Pastor Jim, Wendie 

Kister, Shelly Hales, Kathy Sporre and my fami-

ly thank you so much for taking your time to 

have a healing service.  The dinners brought over 

by friends, and the ones Suzanne brought from 

Cooks for Christ were delicious and so help-

ful.  To top it off I was able to wrap in a beauti-

ful Prayer Shawl made by Alice Hayes, it doesn't 

get better than that, no wonder my surgery was 

such a success. Thank you.   Karen McShea 
 

A huge thank you to Bonner Wolfsom for her 

gifts to our Baptism Closet.  2 beautiful baby 

comforters, toys, and bibs will be used in up-

coming Baby Baptisms.  We thank you so much. 

Mount Olive Congregation 
 

To the Mount Olive Lutheran Congregation, 

your kind expression of sympathy and friendship 

will always remain in our memories.  Thank you 

for your thoughtfulness.   
 

    Mel, Paul, Dan & Peter Soderberg  
 

Thank you for the beautiful handmade blankets 

and baptism chest for Peyton.  What wonderful 

keepsakes that she will cherish for a life 

time.  We are very blessed to be members of 

such a amazing church.   

Love, The Sondrol Family 

PRAYER SHAWL NEWS 
 

Even in the heat, we diligently drive around town to de-

liver shawls because we know there are many reasons 

for folks to need a hug from Jesus. Circumstances such 

as a serious long term illness, becoming a care giver for 

a family member or   even less serious outpatient sur-

gery can leave a person needing encouragement or just a 

reminder that Our Lord is there for them. Shawls can 

also be given to any adults or youth experiencing emo-

tional issues not related to medical problems or not 

members of our church.  

 

Hard to believe the November WELCA Convention in 

Tucson is getting so close! Shelly will be leading a ses-

sion about our wonderful ministry there. With the help 

of Carol Tande, Peg Haynes, Lois Scharnhorst, Jean 

Anutta and Elaine Henson our shawls and scrapbooks 

will be proudly displayed.  

Please let Kathy Sporre or Shelly Hales 

know the name and phone number of 

anyone you believe needs to be referred 

for a shawl. We appreciate any specifics 

you can share about those referrals in 

order to make our prayer time with them more meaning-

ful. We will only share this information with whoever is 

delivering the shawl. Our next meeting dates are Oct. 

11th @ 10:00 AM and Oct. 25th @ 6PM in the Youth 

House. A huge thank you to Mel Soderberg and Marga-

ret Johnson for the donations of yarn to assist our Prayer 

Shawl makers.   Your gifts are greatly appreciated 

Congratulations  
Pastor Jim and Cathy! 

 

The New Home! 
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Did you find the Arrow??? 
 

    There is a hidden arrow in this edition 

of the Olive Branch, can you find it?  It 

was in the page for the Operation Grati-

tude.   Will Wright found it and won the 

prizes -  a cool personal metal water bot-

tle (from Steve Philo) AND  

a neat mini crock pot  

(from Carlos & Peggy Fierro).   

Congrats ! 
  

Be the first person on October 4th to bring 

your Olive Branch in and show us the arrow

– a very nice surprise awaits you!       

Good Luck!!! 

 Welcome  

Bryant Christenson! 
 

Bryant has been hired as  

Mount Oliveõs Interim Choir Director! 
 

The Chancel Choir is up and going, 

They will be meeting every Wednesday 

at 7pm in the choir room. 
 

The Treble Voices have 

met and will begin prac-

ticing on Monday after-

noos at 3:30 pm in the 

choir room. 
 

Bryant is welcoming an-

yone who would like to join these 

groups.  
  
Any questions, please call Bryant at 

412-3871. 
 

The more the merrier!   

We received this invitation  

addressed to the congregation at 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
 

   Requesting the honor of your  

           presence at the  

        50th Anniversary of  

    Judith Kay  

         & 

       Gary Leon Bjornsen  

on Sunday, the sixteenth  

of October from one to five  

o’clock in the afternoon. 

Prairie Hill Pavilion 

5680 Kacena Ave 

Marion, Iowa 
RSVP 319 329.8487 

Wanted To Find  
 

A compatible housemate, 60+,  

non-smoking, no pets.  2 bedroom, 2 

bath house  average base per month for 

2010 was $347.42 per month, split. 

 

If you are interested,  

please contact 

Larry Sanders 

855-8172 
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Listen to the 

WINDS THROUGH THE OLIVE TREES 

KNLB FM 91 

www.knlb.com 

SUNDAY AT 9:00 AM 

and 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

SUNDAY AT 10:00 AM 
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Lake Havasu City  AZ 

  Permit No. 42 

                                         SATURDAY WORSHIP 5:30 PM 
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Visitation Minister               Suzanne Waldron 

Council President                        Mike Flesher 

Editor:                                        Pat Rodriguez 

Bulletin Assembles                   Kathy Meehan 

Carmen Findley  

Candi Lunderborg 

Mike Lunderborg 

Joanne Hamilton 

Larry Sanders                                  

Mount Olive Lutheran Church  

2170 Havasupai Boulevard 

Lake Havasu City    AZ  86403 

Phones : (928) 855-2299, Fax: 855-4925     

Website: mountoliveonline.net 

In God We 


